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March  1,  1956 


Mr.  William  L.  Hall,  Executive  Director 
Montana  Fact  Finding  Committee 
on  Highways,  Streets  and  Bridges 
Colorado  Building 
Helena,  Montana 


Dear  Mr.  Hall: 


This  report  on  periodic  motor  vehicle  inspection  is  trans- 
mitted to  you  in  compliance  with  your  request  directed  to  Mr.  Scott  Hart, 
dated  February  4*  1956.  It  is  a consolidation  of  data  received  from 
the  Association  of  Casualty  and  Surety  Companies,  National  Safety  Council 
and  various  private  and  state  authorities.  It  covers  briefly  the  history 
of  periodic  motor  vehicle  inspection;  types  of  periodic  motor  vehicle 
inspection;  pertinent  accident  data  and  statistics;  and  some  features  of 
administration. 

In  brief: 

1.  Periodic  motor  vehicle  inspection  is  conducted  by  two 
methods,  state-owned  inspection  stations  and  state-licensing  of  private 
garages. 


2.  Vehicles  are  inspected  by  the  majority  of  states  on  a 
semi-annual  basis. 

3.  Evaluation  of  accident  statistics  and  inspection  data 

indicates: 

a)  That  fatality  rates,  generally  speaking,  in 
states  not  having  periodic  inspection  are 
higher  than  in  those  states  having  a periodic 
inspection  program. 

b)  That  25  to  50  percent  of  all  vehicles  would 
fail  to  pass  inspection. 

c)  That  in  1954,  5 percent  of  the  vehicles  in- 
volved in  all  accidents,  26  states  reporting, 
were  mechanically  defective/  Montana  reported 
6 percent. 

d)  That  in  1954,  6 percent  of  the  vehicles  involved 
in  fatal  accidents,  26  states  reporting,  were 
mechanically  defective;  Montana  reported  9 percent. 
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e)  That  in  1954,  Montana  reported  16  fatal  injuries, 

200  non-fatal  injuries,  366  motor  vehicles  damaged 
in  269  investigated  accidents  involving  mechanically 
defective  vehicles. 

Estimated  economic  loss  $1,955,000 

4.  State  licensing  of  private  garages  will  not  require  the  large 
overhead  and  capital  outlay  required  by  a state-operated  system. 

5.  Montana’s  land  area  and  population  distribution  indicates  that 
the  state-licensed  private  garage  method  of  inspection  is  the  only  practical 
solution. 

6.  Either  system  of  periodic  inspection  must  be  properly  adminis- 
tered and  proved  acceptable  to  the  public  to  accomplish  its  purpose. 

If  the  committee  and  you  feel  that  a system  of  periodic  inspection 
is  practicable  and  should  be  instituted  in  Montana,  I would  recommend  further 
research  into  the  following: 

1.  The  number  of  private  garages  in  the  State  willing  and  able  to 
meet  the  Pennsylvania  Standards  and  to  furnish  the  service  of  periodic  motor 
vehicle  inspection. 

2.  Overhead  costs,  administrative  and  police  personnel  require- 
ments for  a state-licensed  system. 

3.  The  administration  of  the  program  in  those  states  where  it  has 
succeeded  and  in  those  states  where  it  has  been  discountinued,  The  following 
states  are  suggested  for  consideration: 

Pennsylvania 

Utah 

Washington 
West  Virginia 

If  I may  be  of  further  assistance  to  the  committee  or  you  in  this 
matter,  please  feel  free  to  call  upon  me. 


Very  truly  yours, 


MR:0 

Enel. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
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In  the  course  of  this  investigation,  data  and  information  has  been 
obtained  from  many  organizations  which  have  been  concerned  with  periodic  motor 
vehicle  inspection  and  from  personnel  responsible  for  operating  the  inspection 
systems  of  Virginia,  Pennsylvania  and  Massachusetts. 

The  history  of  inspection  of  motor  vehicles  goes  back  to  1927  when 
an  inspection  was  proclaimed  by  the  governors  of  New  York,  Massachusetts  and 
Maryland.  In  1929  legislation  was  enacted  in  Massachusetts,  Maryland  and 
Pennsylvania  providing  for  periodic  inspection.  In  1954,  some  type  of  periodic 
inspection  was  reported  to  be  in  operation  in  15  states  and  a number  of  major 

cities.  It  has  been  estimated  that  one-fourth  of  all  motor  vehicles  in  the 

/ 

United  States  are  subject  to  some  form  of  periodic  inspection. 

On  the  road  inspection  of  lights  and  brakes  was  instituted  by  the 
Montana  Highway  Patrol  in  1938.  Such  inspections  stopped  in  1941  with  the 
onset  of  World  War  II.  For  a period  of  time  in  1946,  the  inspections  were 
commenced  again,  but  ceased  shortly  thereafter  for  lack  of  personnel. 

The  frequency  of  inspection  required  by  states  and  cities  ranges 
from  once  a year  to  three  times  a year.  Out  of  15  states  reported  as  conducting 
periodic  motor  vehicle  inspection,  10  inspected  twice  yearly. 

Methods  of  conducting  periodic  inspection  on  a state-wide  basis  have 
been  limited  to  two  types;  namely,  operation  of  inspection  stations  by  the 
state  with  state  employees,  and  licensing  by  the  state  of  private  garages 
to  perform  the  inspecting  function. 

State  operation  of  inspection  stations  is  in  practice  only  in  the 
states  of  Delaware  and  New  Jersey,  but  a comparable  system  is  followed  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  in  most  of  the  cities  having  inspection  programs.  The 
other  13  states  which  are  reported  to  conduct  periodic  inspection  have  the 
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licensing  system.  New  Jersey  with  State  operation  and  Pennsylvania  with  private- 
garage  inspection  are  generally  considered  to  have  outstanding  examples  of  the 
two  systems. 

The  degree  of  effectiveness  of  any  particular  inspection  program, 
or  of  all  the  programs  collectively,  cannot  be  demonstrated  conclusively 
because  of  limitations  of  the  statistics  and  data  which  are  published  or 
available.  The  available  statistics  cover  the  incidence  of  fatalities  resulting 
from  motor  vehicle  accidents  in  states  which  have  and  which  do  not  have 
periodic  inspection;  the  incidence  of  the  mechanical  defects  which  have  been 
reported  as  the  primary  cause  for  motor  vehicle  accidents;  and  the  percentage 
of  vehicles  found  unsafe  in  various  inspection  programs. 

The  incidence  of  fatalities  resulting  from  motor  vehicle  accidents 
is  influenced  by  speed  regulations,  standards  for  licensing  of  drivers,  traffic 
conditions,  and  the  administration  of  other  aspects  of  a comprehensive  highway 
safety  program.  The  Association  of  Casualty  and  Surety  Companies  has  published 
data  on  the  incidence  of  motor  vehicle  fatalities  (based  on  statistics  released 
by  the  National  Safety  Council)  which  indicated  lower  incidence  in  the  states 
that  require  periodic  inspection  than  in  those  that  do  not,  and  also  a lower 
incidence  in  the  states  that  operate  their  own  inspection  stations  than  in 
those  that  have  the  licensing  system.  This  information  is  no  longer  published 
because  of  its  susceptibility  to  exaggerated  interpretation. 

In  Montana  as  well  as  nationally,  determination  of  the  incidence  of 
mechanical  defects  in  motor  vehicles  as  the  primary  cause  of  accidents  is 
limited  by  a lack  of  uniformity  in  the  investigation  of  accidents,  by  the  lack 
of  qualified  personnel,  by  the  limitation  of  time  and  by  the  limitation  of 
funds  available  for  such  purposes.  The  National  Safety  Council  has  published 
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data  developed  from  reports  of  26  state  traffic  authorities  which  show  that 
in  1952  brakes,  steering  mechanism  and  lights  were  responsible  for  up  to  6 
per  cent  of  all  accidents  reported  and  up  to  8 per  cent  of  fatal  accidents 
reported. 

It  is  significant  that  the  record  of  vehicles  found  defective  during 
the  past  five  years  indicates  that  from  25  to  50  percent  of  all  vehicles 
would  fail  to  pass  inspection,  and  that  about  half  of  these  have  defects  in 
brakes,  lights  and  steering  mechanism  which  are  those  reported  as  most 
frequently  causing  accidents.  Because  of  different  standards  for  the  inspections 
made,  a clear  case  for  the  effect  of  periodic  inspection  cannot  be  made  from 
these  records. 

Evidence  cited  has  been  studied  and  published  for  many  years  by 

governmental  bodies  and  by  organizations  having  an  objective  or  material  interest 

in  improving  highway  safety.  Among  those  which  have  advocated  periodic  inspection 

either  directly  or  indirectly  are  the  following: 

President's  Highway  Safety  Conference 

American  Association  of  Motor  Vehicle  Administrators 

National  Committee  on  Uniform  Traffic  Laws  and  Ordinances 

American  Association  of  State  Highway  Officials 

State  and  Local  Official's  Highway  Safety  Committee 

International  Association  of  Chiefs  of  Police 

National  Safety  Council 

Association  of  Casualty  and  Surety  Companies 
National  Highway  Users  Conference 
Inter-Industry  Highway  Safety  Committee 
Automotive  Safety  Council 

No  data  is  available  to  indicate  that  any  reduction  of  automobile 
insurance  rates  has  occurred  as  the  result  of  periodic  motor  vehicle  inspection. 
Such  insurance  rates  are  usually  based  on  the  accident  loss  experience  covering 
a period  of  five  years  in  a specified  area. 

The  proposed  "Uniform  Act  Regulating  Traffic  on  Highways",  published 
by  the  Bureau  of  Public  Roads,  has  been  developed  by  co-operative  effort  of  a 
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number  of  groups  such  as  the  foregoing  and  contains  suggested  legislation  to 
cover  periodic  inspection  under  state  operation  and  also  under  state  licensing. 

An  "American  Standard  Inspection  Requiremerits  for  Motor  Vehicles"  has  been 
published  by  the  American  Standards  Association,  and  a "Motor  Vehicles  Inspection 
Manual"  has  been  issued  jointly  by  the  American  Association  of  Motor  Vehicles 
Administrators  and  the  National  Conservation  Bureau. 

In  a number  of  states  the  motor  vehicle  acts  include  requirements 
as  to  equipment  and  condition  of  motor  vehicles  which  affect  safety  of  operation. 
The  Montana  Uniform  Act  Regulating  Traffic  on  the  Highway,  Article  XIV  & XV, 
passed  by  the  1955  Legislature,  provided  for  the  type  and  condition  r.f  equip- 
ment required  on  vehicles  and  permits  inspection  by  the  Highway  Patrol.  While 
the  violation  of  those  requirements  can  be  detected  by  various  methods,  it  is 
probable  that  statewide  periodic  inspection  is  the  most  effective. 

To  be  successful,  any  system  of  periodic  vehicle  inspection  must 
have  acceptance  and  support  by  the  public.  The  public  should  be  satisfied, 
first,  that  the  system  will  be  reasonably  effective,  uniform  and  free  from 
irregularity,  and,  second,  that  the  inconvenience  and  cost  will  not  be 
excessive. 

In  those  states  and  cities  where  periodic  inspection  has  been 
successful,  there  is  evidence  that  public  support  has  been  earned  and  main- 
tained. In  the  case  of  certain  states  where  inspection  has  been  instituted 
but  not  continued,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  mistakes  were  made  by  providing 
too  few  inspection  stations,  by  beginning  operations  with  an  inspection  routine 
that  was  too  ambitious  for  the  initial  stages,  or  by  other  avoidable  weaknesses 
in  the  system.  In  New  Jersey  there  is  evidence  that  the  state-operated  system 
has  had  outstanding  acceptance  and  support  from  the  public. 
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In  considering  the  institution  of  a periodic  inspection  system  in 
Montana,  it  is  important  to  recognize  that  it  must  be  on  a much  larger  scale 
as  to  number  of  stations  than  state  operation  in  New  Jersey,  but  not  nearly  as 
large  as  the  licensed  operation  in  Pennsylvania.  The  New  Jersey  state-operated 
system  serves  1,900,000  registered  vehicles  with  30  stations  in  an  area  of  7,800 
square  miles.  The  Pennsylvania  system  of  state-licensed  inspection  serves 
3,500,000  registered  vehicles  with  10,300  stations  covering  an  area  of  45,300 
square  miles. 

Montana  has,  in  1956,  approximately  359,000  registered  vehicles 
covering  an  area  of  145,000  square  miles.  Some  43  per  cent  of  the  registered 
vehicles  are  concentrated  in  13  per  cent  of  the  land  area.  The  distribution 
of  motor  vehicles  may  be  further  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  Yellowstone 
County  with  a land  area  of  2,635  square  miles  registered  38,384  vehicles  and 
Petroleum  County  with  a land  area  of  1,651  square  miles  registered  only  764 
vehicles. 

No  detailed  study  has  been  made  of  the  number  of  state-operated 
stations  that  would  be  required,  but  it  is  believed  that  not  less  than  one 
station  in  each  county  seat  would  be  necessary  if  the  inspection  program  were 
to  operate  to  the  public  convenience  and  have  full  public  acceptance  and 
cooperation. 

If  the  Pennsylvania  ratio  of  licensed  inspection  stations  to  registered 
vehicles  is  indicative  of  the  number  of  stations  needed,  approximately  1,000 
stations  would  be  required  in  Montana.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  in  1952, 
Utah  with  273,000  registered  vehicles  licensed  approximately  675  stations;  New 
Mexico  with  272,000  registered  vehicles  licensed  approximately  775  stations. 

Under  either  system,  inconvenience  and  part  of  the  cost  to  the  public 
are  determined  by  the  driving  and  waiting  time  necessary  to  secure  inspection. 


The  remainder  of  the  cost,  under  state  operation,  consists  of  inspection  fees, 
plus  or  minus  any  loss  or  profit  on  the  state's  operations  as  reflected  in  taxes. 
In  New  Jersey,  the  inspection  fee  of  50  cents  for  each  of  two  inspections  a year 
originally  was  more  than  adequate  to  cover  all  expenses  including  rental  for 
stations;  however,  with  rising  costs  revenue  has  become  inadequate. 

The  initial  capital  cost  under  the  New  Jersey  system  was  calculated 
in  1951  at  approximately  $32,000  per  inspection  lane  for  building  purposes  and 
equipment.  Annual  cost  per  registered  vehicles  was  estimated  at  $1«17.  Costs 
of  the  program  are  covered  by  direct  appropriation. 

Under  state  licensing,  inspection  fees  may  or  may  not  be  left  at  the 
discretion  of  the  licensed  operators  and  are  not  likely  to  become  excessive 
because  of  competition  between  stations  for  the  inspection  business  and  resulting 
repair  work.  The  fees  charged  may  be  higher  or  lower  than  under  state  operation, 
or  there  may  be  no  direct  fee,  the  expense  of  inspection  being  included  in 
repair  charges.  There  is  not  likely  to  be  any  operating  loss  reflected  in 
taxes,  because  the  relatively  small  expense  of  administration  and  supervision 
can  be  readily  covered  by  the  sale  of  inspection  stickers  to  the  licensed 
station.  In  Pennsylvania  the  inspecting  station  is  charged  10  cents  for  each 
sticker.  A small  income  is  also  derived  from  the  inspection  and  approval  of 
required  motor  vehicle  equipment.  No  charge  is  made  by  the  state  for  the 
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authorization  to  inspect  vehicles  nor  is  a charge  made  for  inspecting  stations. 
Pennsylvania  maintains  110  full-time  employees,  including  state  police,  on 
inspection  activities. 

The  Pennsylvania  authorities  state  that  the  program  is  self-supporting 
after  the  initial  cost  of  setting  up  the  inspection  department.  This  statement 
probably  excludes  the  cost  of  police  personnel  assigned  full  time  to  inspection 
activities.  Owners  of  inspection  stations  have  voluntarily  agreed  on  a fee  of 
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$1.50  per  inspection.  Pennsylvania  registered  approximately  3,500.000  vehicles 
in  1954. 

In  Montana,  based  on  data  furnished  by  the  Pennsylvania  authorities 
and  by  straight  ratio  of  vehicle  registrations  of  the  two  states,  a minimum  of 
6 employees  would  be  required  in  an  inspection  administration  unit  and  addition 
ally  a minumum  of  6 highway  patrolmen.  Vehicle  density  with  respect  to  land 
area  and  travel  distances  would  require  a larger  force  than  this  estimate  to  se 
cure  maximum  benefits  from  the  program. 

For  Montana,  a system  of  periodic  inspection  performed  by  licensed 
inspection  stations  is  preferable  to  a system  of  state -operated  stations  for 
the  following  reasons*. 

1.  It  can  be  placed  in  effect  in  the  shortest  time,  with 
least  expense  and  inconvenience  to  the  public, 

2.  It  can  be  conducted  with  a high  degree  of  effectiveness 
if  properly  implemented  and  executed. 

3.  No  large  force  of  state  employees  will  be  required  for  operation. 

4.  The  state's  finances  will  be  involved  to  a minimum  extent. 

5.  The  cost  to  the  public  can  be  as  low  as,  or  lower  than, 
under  any  other  system,  and  need  not  be  excessive. 

6.  The  inconvenience  and  cost  to  the  public  which  will  be  caused 
by  time  and  distance  of  driving  and  waiting  time  will  be  lowest. 

7.  It  is  more  likely  to  receive  public  acceptance  at  the  outset  and 
will  avoid  the  risk  of  losing  public  support  because  of  congested 
facilities  in  the  future. 

Either  a state-operated  or  a state -1 icensed  system  of  periodic 
inspection,  if  properly  implemented  and  conducted  should  prove  acceptable 
to  the  public. 
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PERIODIC  MOTOR  VEHICLE  INSPECTION  SYSTEMS 
REPORTED  IN  STATES  AND  CITIES 
Continued 
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SOURCE:  American  Association  of  Motor  Vehicle  Administrators 

Illinois  Legislative  Council, 

Association  of  Casualty  and  Surety  Companies 
National  Safety  Council 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  MILEAGE  DEATH  RATES  BY  REGION 
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SUMMARY  OF 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  FATALITY  RATES 
PER  100  MILLION  VEHICLES  MILES 


High,  Low  and  Median  Rates 

Based  on  States  R eported  as  Operating  Periodic  Inspection  Systems 

J- 


States  Not  Operating 
Inspection  Systems  Montana 

Median 


High 

Low 

1938 

21.0 

5.5 

1941 

20.3 

4.8 

1944 

17.8 

5.9 

1947 

12.6 

4.3 

1948 

12.1 

2.9 

1949 

11.1 

3.0 

1950 

12.3 

3.8 

1951 

12.9 

3.0 

1952 

12.0 

3.0 

1953 

11.2 

2.9 

1954 

10.2 

2.4 

12.8 

12.3 

12.3 

12.5 

10.2 

8.5 

9.2 

8.5 

8.2 

7.8 

7.9 

7.6 

7.5 

8.7, 

7.5 

7.2 

7.4 

9.3 

7.3 

8.4 

6.9 

7.9 

States  Operating 
Inspection  Systems 


High 

Low 

Median 

21.8 

7.7 

11.6 

20.4 

6.8 

10.7 

15.5 

4.9 

9.4 

11.8 

5.0 

7.4 

11.4 

4.2 

7.8 

10.1 

4.1 

6.9 

9.2 

4.2 

6.5 

12.9 

3.9 

6.4 

10.9 

3.7 

6.0 

11.5 

4.0 

5.8 

10.3 

3.8 

5.1 

Source:  Accident  Facts,  National  Safety  Council. 


Annual  Activities  Report,  Montana 
Highway  Patrol. 
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MOTOR  VEHICLE  FATALITY  RATE  PER  100  MILLION  VEHICLE  MILES  IN  STATES 
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SOURCE:  Accident  Facts,  National  Safety  Council 
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SOURCE:  Accident  Facts,  National  Safety  Council  _ Continued 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  FATALITY  RATE  PER  100  MILLION  VEHICLE  MILES 
IN  STATES  REPORTED  AS  NOW  NOT  OPERATING  PERIODIC  MOTOR 

VEHICLE  INSPECTION  SYSTEMS . 

Continued 
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ACCIDENTS  INVOLVING  UNSAFE  MOTOR  VEHICLES,  IN  TERMS 


OF  PERCENTAGE  OF  ACCIDENTS  REPORTED 


Number 
of  States 

Average 

Range  of 

All  accidents  reported 

Reporting 

Percentage 

Percentage 

1941 

33 

6% 

3-2  is 

Inspection 

systems  relaxed 

or  discontinued  during  war 

1946 

25 

13 

7-44 

1947 

27 

11 

6-31 

1948 

26 

9 

5-27 

1949 

27 

8 

5-19 

1950 

22 

7 

4-19 

1951 

24 

6 

1-16 

1952 

26 

6 

1-15 

1953 

25 

7 

3-16 

1954 

26 

9 

3-12 

MONTANA 


1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 


As  Reported 

7.3% 

7.2% 

7.2% 

6.9% 


Fatal  Accidents  Reported 

1941  33  6%  2-27% 

Inspection  systems  relaxed  or  discontinued  during  war 


1946 

27 

18 

8-42 

1947 

2S 

16 

6-34 

1948 

26 

13 

5-22 

1949 

27 

12 

6-20 

1950 

23 

11 

4-22 

1951 

25 

9 

3-19 

1952 

26 

5 

#-16 

1953 

25 

8 

3-17 

1954 

26 

9 

4-26 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

MONTANA 

Data  Not 
Data  Not 

6.7$ 

9.8$ 

Available 

Available 

# Less  than  half  of  one  percent. 

Sources:  Accident  Facts.  National  Safety  Council. 

Annual  Activity  Reports.  1951,  1952,  1953,  1954 
Montana  Highway  Patrol. 
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ACCIDENTS  CAUSED  BY  MECHANICAL  DEFECTS  OF 


MOTOR  VEHICLES  IN  PENNSYLVANIA 
(State-licensed  inspection  in  operation) 


Percentage  of  Accidents 

All  Fatal 

Accidents  Accidents 


1932  6%  12 % 

1933  6 8 

193  A 6 8 

1935  6 7 

1936  6 7 

1937  6 6 

193 S 4 4 

1939  4 4 

1940  5 6 

1941  4 5 

1942  4 5 

1943  4 4 

1944  4 5 

1945  3 4 

1946  3 5 

1947  3 4 

194B  3 3 

1949  3 3 

1950  2 3 

1951  3 4 


Notes  Inspection  system  maintained  during  war  years# 

Source:  Bureau  of  Highway  Safety,  Department  of  Revenue 

Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
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UNSAFE  CONDITIONS  OF  MOTOR  VEHICLES  INVOLVED  IN  TRAFFIC  ACCIDENTS 


Number 

of  States  Unsafe  Conditions 

Reporting  , Brakes  Lights  Steering  Other  Total 

(Average  percentages) 

All  accidents  reported 


1941 

33 

1% 

2% 

1946 

25 

2 

1 

1 

2 

6 

1947 

27 

2 

1 

* 

1 

4 

1948 

26 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1949 

,27 

2 

1 

•ft 

1 

4 

1950 

22 

2 

1 

-ft 

1 

4 

1951 

24 

2 

-ft 

■ft 

1 

3 

1952 

26 

2 

•ft 

•ft 

1 

3 

1953 

25 

2 

■ft 

■ft 

2 

4 

1954 

26 

2 

•ft 

•ft 

3 

5 

Montana 

1951 

2% 

1$ 

2% 

6% 

1952 

2 

1 

1 

2 

6 

1953 

2 

1 

1 

2 

6 

1954 

2 

1 

1 

2 

6 

Fatal  Accidents  reported 


1938 

35 

r\af 

£p 

2% 

1 % 

3% 

8$ 

1939 

38 

2 

2 

1 

2 

7 

19U 

33 

2 

1 

■ft 

3 

6 

1946 

27 

4 

2 

1 

6 

13 

1947 

28 

4 

2 

1 

4 

11 

1948 

26 

3 

2 

1 

3 

9 

1949 

27 

2 

2 

1 

2 

7 

1950 

23 

2 

1 

1 

3 

7 

1951 

25 

2 

1 

1 

2 

6 

1952 

26 

2 

1 

1 

2 

6 

1953 

25 

2 

1 

■ft 

3 

6 

1954 

26 

2 

1 

-ft 

3 

6 

Montana 

1951 

4$ 

1% 

*% 

3% 

8$ 

1952 

4 

ft 

2 

2 

8 

1953 

2 

1 

2 

6 

11 

1954 

3 

■ft 

ft 

6 

9 

* Less  than  half  of  one  per  cent* 


Sources  Accident  Facts,  National  Safety  Council 
Annual  Activity  Report 
Montana  Highway  Patrol 
1951,  1952,  1953,  1954 
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UNSAFE  CONDITION  OF  MOTOR  VEHICLES 
IN  INVESTIGATED  TRAFFIC  ACCIDENTS 


MONTANA 


ALL  INVESTIGATED  ACCIDENTS 


Brakes 

Lights 

Steering 

Other 

Total 

1953  - 9 Month  period 

2.7% 

1% 

156 

3.1% 

7.«% 

1954  “ 12  Month  period 

2.6% 

lS 

1% 

2.7 % 

7.k% 

Source:  Accident  Reports  filed  with  Montana 

Highway  Patrol  - 1953,  1954 
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VEHICLES  FOUND  DEFECTIVE  IN 
OCCASIONAL  AND  SPOT-CHECK  INSPECTIONS 
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Source:  Association  of  Casualty  and  Surety  Companies 

Inter- Industry  Highway  Safety  Committee* 


VEHICLES  REJECTED  IN  INSPECTION 


NEW  JERSEY  AND  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 


Percentage  Rejected  on 

Total  Vehicles  Inspected Initial  Inspection 


Year 

New  Jersey* 

District  of  Columbia 

New  Jersey* 

District  of  Columbia 

1938 

1939 

950,012 

973,856 

161,355 

57.9% 

55.1 

59.1* 

1940 

1,023,385 

172,251 

51.7 

60.8 

1941 

1,057,260 

181,706 

49.7 

57.2 

1942 

1,013,045 

152,190 

46.5 

57.9 

1943 

854,537 

132,717 

50.1 

58.0 

1944 

888,867 

136,568 

34.6 

65.0 

1945 

902,479 

140,167 

40.6 

73.5 

1946 

939,448 

165,331 

37.2 

67.7 

1947 

1,030,294 

178,576 

33.0 

60.9 

1948 

1,150,646 

193,347 

33.6 

52.8 

1949 

1,241,442 

188,083 

34.1 

49.0 

1950 

1,358,408 

204,962 

36.0 

48.2 

1951 

1,457,503 

196,898 

32.2 

52.9 

1952 

1,501,313 

197,500 

33.1 

51.5  ' 

2nd  semi-annual  inspection  period 


Note:  During  war,  New  Jersey  program  reduced  from  semi-annual  to  annual  inspec- 

tions and  standards  relaxed;  District  of  Columbia  program  maintained. 


Source:  Vehicle  Inspection  Bureau,  Division  of  Motor  Vehicles,  State  of 

New  Jersey 

Department  of  Vehicles  and  Traffic,  District  of  Columbia 
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UNSAFE  CONDITIONS  OF  MOTOR  VEHICLES 
FOUND  IN  VARIOUS  INSPECTION  PROGRAMS 


United  States  - Check  Programs 


Type  of  Defect 

1951 

1952 

mi 

Bfcakes 

18.7$ 

24.4$ 

26.8$ 

Lights 

31.1 

26.4 

26.5 

Steering 

9.9 

11.7 

11.8 

Other 

40.3 

37.5 

34.9 

Total  defects 

100.0$ 

100.0$ 

100.0$ 

Vehicles  defective 

30.2$ 

31.1% 

27.4% 

District  of 

Type  of  Defect 

Florida 

Pennsylvania 

Columbia 

Check 

16$  of  vehicles 

program 

inspected 

1951 

Nov.  1951 

1952 

Brakes 

13.9% 

32.3% 

18.4$ 

Lights 

63.1 

44.1 

33.2 

Steering 

1.3 

11.6 

14.5 

Other 

21.7 

12.0 

33.-9 

Total  defects 

100.0$ 

100.0$ 

100.0$ 

Vehicles  defective 

36.1% 

52.0$ 

51.5% 

New  Jersey  - Periodic  Inspections 


Type  of  Defect 

1939 

' 1941 

mk 

mi 

1950 

1952 

Brakes 

30.2$ 

27.6$ 

30.5% 

27.8$ 

22.2$ 

23.4% 

Lights 

48.2 

49*4 

47.0 

44.7 

44.4 

44*2 

Steering 

9.3 

8.8 

10.6 

12.0 

11.4 

12.6 

Other 

12.3 

14.2 

11.9 

15.5 

22.0 

19.8 

Total  defects 

100.0$ 

ioo7o$ 

100.0$ 

100.0$ 

100.0$ 

100.0$ 

Vehicles  defective 

54.5% 

50.3% 

34.6% 

34.3% 

36.0$ 

33.1% 

Note;  New  Jersey  inspection  standards  relaxed  during  war 
and  frequency  reduced  from  2 a year  to  1 a year 
in  years  1942-1945. 

Source:  Association  of  Casualty  and  Surety  Companies, 

Bureau  of  Highway  Safety,  Department  of  Revenue, 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 

Department  of  Vehicles  and  Traffic,  District  of  Columbia, 
Vehicle  Inspection  Bureau,  Division  of  Motor  Vehicles, 
State  of  New  Jersey 
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ESTIMATED  ECONOMIC  LOSSES  INCURRED  IN  INVESTIGATED 
ACCIDENTS  INVOLVING  MECHANICALLY  DEFECTIVE  VEHICLES 


- MONTANA 


9 month  period 
April  to  December  1953 

186  Accidents 

16  Fatal  injuries 

116  Non-fat al  injuries 

268  Motor  vehicles  involved 

$1,810,000* 


12  month  period 
January  to  December  1954 

269  Accidents 

16  Fatal  injuries 

200  Non-fatal  injuries 

366  Motor  vehicles  involved 

$1,955,000* 


* Empirical  method  based  on  recommendations  of 
Association  of  Casualty  and  Surety  Companies 
and  data  extracted  from  Accident  Facts,  1955 
and  1954  editions. 
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MOTOR  VEHICLES  PER  SQUARE  MILE  OF  AREA 


STATE  OF  MONTANA 


I 


EXTRACT 

UNIFORM  VEHICLE  CODE 
INSPECTION  OF  VEHICLES 


SECTION  13-IOl-Vehicles  without  required  equipment  or  in  unsafe 
condition. 


No  person  shall  drive  or  move  on  any  highway  any  motor  vehicle, 
trailer,  semitrailer  or  pole  trailer,  or  any  combination  thereof, 
unless  the  equipment  upon  any  and  every  said  vehicle  is  in  good 
working  order  and  adjustment  as  required  in  this  act  and  said 
vehicle  is  in  such  safe  mechanical  condition  as  not  to  endanger 
the  driver  or  other  occupant  or  any  person  upon  the  highway, 

SEC,  13-102- Inspection  by  officers  of  the  department 

(a)  The  commissioner,  members  of  the  State  Highway  patrol,  and 
such  other  officers  and  employees  of  the  department  as  the  commis- 
sioner may  designate,  may  at  any  time  upon  reasonable  cause  to  be- 
lieve that  a vehicle  is  unsafe  or  not  equipped  as  required  by  law, 
or  thab its  equipment  is  not  in  proper  adjustment  or  repair,  require 
the  driver  of  such  vehicle  to  stop  and  submit  such  vehicle  to  an 
Inspection  and  such  test  with  reference  thereto  as  may  be  appro- 
priate, 

(b)  In  the  event  such  vehicle  and  its  equipment  are  found  to  be 
in  safe  condition  and  in  full  compliance  with  the  law,  the  officer 
making  such  inspection  shall  issue  to  the  driver  an  official  certi- 
ficate of  inspection  and  approval  of  such  vehicle  specifying  those 
parts  or  equipment  so  inspected  and  approved, 

(c)  In  the  event  such  vehicle  is  found  to  be  in  unsafe  condition 
or  any  required  part  or  equipment  is  not  present  or  is  not  in  proper 
repair  and  adjustment  the  officer  shall  give  a written  notice  to  the 
driver  and  shall  send  a copy  to  the  department.  Said  notice  shall 
require  that  such  "vehicle  be  placed  in  safe  condition  and  its  equip- 
ment in  proper  repair  and  adjustment  specifying  the  particulars  with 
reference  thereto  a * that  a certificate  of  inspection  and  approval 
be  obtained  within  5 days, 

SEC#  13-103-Owners  and  drivers  to  comply  with  inspection  laws 

(a)  No  person  driving  a vehicle  shall  refuse  to  submit  such  vehicle 
to  an  inspection  and  test  when  required  to  do  so  by  the  commissioner 
or  an  authorized  officer  or  employee  of  the  department# 

(b)  Every  owner  or  driver,  upon  receiving  a notice  as  provided  in 
section  13-102,  shall  comply  therewith  and  shall  within  5 days  secure 
an  official  certificate  of  inspection  and  approval  which  shall  be 
issued  in  duplicate,  one  copy  to  be  retained  by  the  owner  or  driver 
and  the  other  copy  to  be  forwarded  to  the  department#  In  lieu  of 
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compliance  with  this  paragraph  the  vehicle  shall  not  be  operated* 
except  as  provided  in  the  next  succeeding  paragraphs 

(c)  No  person  shall  operate  any  vehicle  after  receiving  a notice 
with  reference  thereto  as  above  provided,  except  as  may  be  necessary 
to  return  such  vehicle  to  the  residence  or  place  of  business  of  the 
owner  or  driver,  if  within  a distance  of  20  miles,  or  to  a garage, 
until  said  vehicle  and  its  equipment  has  been  placed  in  proper  repair 
and  adjustment  and  otherwise  made  to  conform  to  the  requirements  of 
this  act  and  a certificate  of  inspection  and  approval  shall  be  obtain- 
ed as  promptly  as  possible  thereafter® 

(d)  In  the  event  repair  or  adjustment  of  any  vehicle  or  its  equip- 
ment is  found  necessa:  y upon  inspection,  the  owner  of  said  vehicle 
may  obtain  such  repair  or  adjustment  at  any  place  he  may  choose, 

but  in  every  event  an  official  certificate  of  inspection  and  approval 
must  be  obtained,  otherwise  such  vehicle  shall  not  be  operated  upon 
the  highways  of  this  State® 

SEC®  13‘A104--Comiiu.ssioner  to  require  periodical  inspection 

(a)  The  commissioner  shall  at  least  once  each  year,  but  not  more 
frequently  than  twice  each  year,  require  that  every  motor  vehicle, 
trailer,  semitrailer  and  pole  trailer  registered  in  this  State  be 
inspected  and  that  an  official  certificate  of  inspection  and  approval 
be  obtained  for  each  such  vehicle*. 

Such  inspections  shall  be  made  and  such  certificates  obtained  with 
respect  to  the  mechanism,  brakes  and  equipment  of  every  such  vehicle 
as  shall  be  designated  by  the  commissioner® 

The  commissioner  is  hereby  authorized  to  make  necessary  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  administration  and  enforcement  of  this  section 
and  to  designate  any  period  or  periods  of  tine  during  which  owners 
of  any  vehicles,  subject  to  this  section,  shall,  display  upon  such 
vehicles  certificates  of  inspection  and  approval  or  shall  produce 
the  same  upon  demand  of  any  officer  or  employee  of  the  department 
designated  by  the  commissioner  or  any  police  or  peace  officer  when 
authorized  by  the  commissioner® 

(b)  The  commissioners  may  authorize  the  acceptance  in  this  State 
of  a certificate  of  inspection  and  approval  issued  in  another  State 
having  an  inspection  law  similar  to  this  chapter  and  may  extend  the 
time  within  which  a certificate  shall  be  obtained  by  the  resident 
owner  of  a vehicle  which  was  not  in  this  State  during  the  time  an 
inspection  was  required® 

(c)  The  commissioner  may  suspend  the  registration  of  any  vehicle 
which  he  determines  is  in  such  unsafe  condition  as  to  constitute  a 
menace  to  safety  or  which  after  notice  and  demand  is  not  equipped 
as  required  in  this  act  or  for  which  a required  certificate  has  not 
been  obtained® 
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SECo  Iff -106- Appointment  of  official  Inspection  stations 

(a)  The  commissioner  shall  issue  permits  for  and  furnish  instruc- 
tions and  all  necessary  forms  to  official  inspection  stations  for 
the  inspection  of  vehicles  as  herein  required  and  the  issuance  of 
official  certificates  of  inspection  and  approvals 

(b)  Application  for  permit  shall  be  made  upon  an  official  form 
and  shall  be  granted  only  when  the  commissioner  is  satisfied  that 
the  station  is  properly  equipped  and  has  competent  personnel  to  make 
such  inspections  and  adjustments  and  will  be  properly  conducted* 

The  commissioner  before  issuing  a permit  may  require  the  applicant 
to  file  a bond  conditioned  that  it  will  make  compensation  for  any 
damage  to  a vehicle  during  an.  inspection  or  adjustment  due  to  negli- 
gence on  the  part  of  such  applicant  or  its  employees* 

(c)  The  commissioner  shall  properly  supervise  and  cause  inspections 

to  be  made  of  such  stations  and  shall  revoke  and  require  the  surrender 
of  the  permit  issued  to  a station  which  he  finds  is  not  properly 
equipped  or  conduct edc  The  commissioner  shall  maintain  and  post  at 

the  office  of  the  department  lists  of  all  stations  holding  permits 
and  of  those  whose  permits  have  been  revoked* 
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m. 


A PROGRAM  FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  TRAFFIC  ACCIDENTS 


PRIVATE  STATIONS  APPOINTED 
BY  STATE 


J COMPILED 

Ias  a public  service 
Jfor  the  benefit  of 

Legislative  and  administrative  officials 

JOF  STATE  GOVERNMENT 
Jby  the 

' AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  MOTOR  VEHICLE  ADMINISTRATO  S 

^ WITH  THE  COOPERATION  OF  THE 

I ASSOCIATION  OF  CASUALTY  AND  SURETY  COMPANIES 


/American  Association  of 

M OTOR  V E HICLE  ADMINISTRATORS 
912  BARR  BUILDING  • WASHINGTON  6,  D.  C.  * REPUBLIC  ?I27 


TO  LEGISLATIVE  AND  ADMINISTRATIVE  OFFICIALS  OF  STATE 
AND  CITY  GOVERNMENT  CONCERNED  WITH  HIGHWAY  SAFETY* 


The  widespread  and  oftrepeated  consideration  of  proposed  enact- 
ment of  laws  dealing  with  state-wide  periodic  inspection  by  state  legis- 
latures throughout  the  nation  has  raised  three  very  important  questions; 

Which  of  the  two  popular  types  of  programs, 

(1)  the  state-owned  and  operated  and  (2)  the 
privately  operated  inspection  station  appoint- 
ed by  the  State , should  be  adopted  by  my  state. 

How  have  these  programs  been  successfully 
administered  by  other  states. 

Does  periodic  motor  vehicle  inspection  pre- 
vent accidents. 

In  the  interest  of  the  public  welfare  and  for  the  benefit  of  agencies 
of  State  and  City  Government  responsible  for  safety  on  streets  and  high- 
ways, we  attempt  herein  to  answer  those  questions  as  they  apply  to  the 
"Privately  Operated  Inspection  Station.  " 

Preparation  of  this  material  i3  the  result  of  a study  of  the  systems 
now  in  effect  in  the  states  of  Pennsylvania,  Massachusetts  and  Virginia. 

The  sole  objective  of  this  effort  is  to  place  into  the  hand  of  legis- 
lative and  administrative  officials  concerned,  a handy  reference  to  a sub- 
ject which,  to  the  uninitiated,  is  somewhat  involved.  Therefore,  every 
effort  has  been  made  to  confine  the  information  developed  to  a concise 
treatment  of  the  facts. 


The  kit  contains  a statement  on  the  history  of  the  program,  ad- 
ministrative practices  employed  on  both  state  and  inspection  station 
levels,  the  techniques  of  motor  vehicle  inspection  that  are  involved, 
publications  by  the  state  covering  rules  and  regulations,  official  forms 
in  use,  facilities  required  — both  personnel  and  equipment,  the  cost 
to  the  people,  and  the  accident  prevention  results  achieved. 


Very  truly  yours, 


L.  S.  Harris 
Executive  Director 
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PRIVATE  STATION  APPOINTED  BY  STATE 

l 

(Based  on  the  Pennsylvania  Experience) 
HISTORY 


Voluntary  Inspection  Program 

The  motor  vehicle  inspection  program  first  began  in  Pennsylvania  in 
April  1928,  by  proclamation  of  the  Governor  of  a "Save -a-Life"  campaign  con- 
sisting of  a one  month  voluntary  inspection  of  lights,  brakes,  steering  gear, 
windshield  wipers,  mirrors  and  a check  of  registration  identification  of  all 
motor  vehicles.  It  immediately  received  popular  acclaim  and  was  followed  by 
similar  campaigns  in  several  neighboring  states. 

Beginning  of  Present.  Program 

This  campaign  so  well  established  the  accident  prevention  values  of  the 
plan  that  law  makers,  state  officials,  press  and  safety  conscious  persons  were 
so  impressed  that  there  was  little  difficulty  on  the  part  of  automobile  dealers 
and  state  officials  in  obtaining  legislative  approval  in  1929  to  an  annual  inspec- 
tion of  motor  vehicles.  This  law  made  it  mandatory  to  have  one's  vehicle  in- 
spected annually  upon  proclamation  of  the  Governor,  who  at  the  same  time  spec- 
ified the  inspection  period.  Experience  soon  disclosed  that  one  inspection  each 
year  was  insufficient  and  inadequate,  and  the  law  was  amended  to  require  semi- 
annual inspection  upon  proclamation  of  the  Governor,  who  at  the  same  time 
specified  the  inspection  period. 

ENFORCEMENT  OF  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

The  law  as  it  operates  today,  prescribing  semi-annual  inspections,  and 
designating  the  periods  as  May  - July  and  November  - January,  was  signed  on 
June  29,  1937,  thereby  eliminating  the  necessity  of  a proclamation  by  the  Gover 
nor. 

The  current  law  (exhibit  A)  provides  for  the  appointment  of  automobile 
dealers  and  independent  repair  shops  as  official  inspection  stations.  The  Sec- 
retary of  Revenue  is  authorized  to  designate,  furnish  instructions  to,  and  to 
supervise  official  inspection  stations  for  corrections,  adjustments,  repairs 
and  inspection  of  motor  vehicles  for  the  proper  and  safe  performance  of  such 
vehicles. 
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The  Secretary  has  the  power  to  suspend  the  privilege  of  serving  as  an  offi- 
cial inspection  station  in  any  case  whore  a station  fails  to  comply  with  the  provisions 
of  this  law. 

The  administration  of  the  law  comes  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Department  of  Revenue,  Bureau  of  Highway  Safety,  while  the  enforcement  of 
the  law  has  been  designated  the  responsibility  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Police,  The 
Bureau  of  Highway  Safety  develops  the  rules  and  regulations  under  which  official  in- 
spection stations  are  appointed  and  operated.  A separate  inspection  division  handles 
the  administration  of  the  program  under  the  direction  of  the  Director  of  the  Bureau 
of  Highway  Safety. 

There  are  at  present  10,163  official  inspection  stations  in  the  state.  The 
state  is  divided  into  districts  and  enforcement  of  the  inspection  station  rules  and 
regulations  promulgated  by  the  Secretary  of  Revenue  is  handled  by  a State  Police 
officer  assigned  full  time  to  each  inspection  district  as  supervisor.  All  members  of 
the  State  Police,  not  just  the  inspection  supervisors,  are  responsible  for  enforcing 
the  provisions  of  the  inspection  law.  The  regular  chain  of  command  of  the  State 
Police  is  used  for  administering  the  enforcement  of  the  inspection  program  which  is 
a part  of  the  over -all  traffic  law  enforcement  effort.  Naturally,  for  this  type  of 
program  to  be  successful  as  the  Pennsylvania  program  is,  there  is  a definite  need 
for  the  utmost  cooperation  between  the  Department  of  Revenue  and  the  State  Police. 

The  enforcement  of  the  program  is  handled  by  54  members  of  the  State 
Police,  comprising  a traffic  officer  and  53  official  inspection  station  supervisors 
who  are  each  responsible  for  one  inspection  district.  In  addition,  all  other  members 
of  the  State  Police  also  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  inspection  law. 

Supplementing  the  semi-annual  inspection  of  all  motor  vehicles,  all  mem- 
bers of  the  department  have  the  authority  to  stop  for  inspection  at  any  time  any  vehicle 
operating  within  the  state  if  they  feel  such  vehicle  is  unsafe  for  operation.  If  viola- 
tion of  the  vehicle  inspection  regulations  is  observed,  a special  form  is  filled  out  in 
duplicate  with  the  motorist  being  given  the  duplicate  copy  with  instructi<?JS  to  have 
the  condition  corrected  at  an  official  inspection  station  within  48  hours.  The  dupli- 
cate copy  given  the  motorist  provides  space  for  certification  by  an  official  inspec- 
tion station  operator  that  the  vehicle  was  subsequently  presented  for  inspection  and 
approved.  Upon  certification,  this  notice  is  mailed  to  the  State  Police  station  out  of 
which  the  apprehending  officer  operates  where  it  is  checked  against  the  original 
copy  submitted  by  the  officer.  Naturally,  a vehicle  stopped  on  the  road  for  inspec- 
tion by  an  officer  and  which  is  found  to  be  operating  with  defective  equipment  of  a 
nature  that  makes  any  operation  of  the  vehicle  extremely  hazardous,  is  not  permit- 
ted to  be  driven  to  an  inspection  station,  but  instead  arrangements  must  be  made 
for  towing  the  vehicle.  Over  121,  727  of  these  defective  equipment  cards  were  issued 
during  1951. 
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Another  enforcement  check  on  vehicle  condition  is  made  at  each  of  the  offi- 
cial driver  examination  stations  throughout  the  state.  Every  driver  appearing  to 
take  the  driver  license  examination  has  his  vehicle  inspected  by  the  driver  examiner 
before  the  test  begins.  If  the  vehicle  has  defective  equipment,,  the  same  form  des  - 
cribed  above  is  filled  out  and  a similar  procedure  followed.  The  vehicle  must  tjien 
be  re -inspected  and  approved  before  the  driver  license  examination  can  be  taken. 

PROGRAM  ADMINISTRATION-STATE  LEVEL 
Appointment  of  Stations 

Any  firm  within  the  state  is  eligible  for  appointment  as  an  official  inspection 
station  if  it  complies  with  the  basic  requirements  that  have  been  established.  Avail- 
able garage  space  for  inspection  and  repairs  is  a major  factor  in  determining  eligi  - 
bility.  Areas  required  are  based  on  the  population  and  probable  registration  of 
motor  vehicles  in  tho  municipality.  Three  classifications  of  minimum  space  re- 
quirements have  been  established  as  follows: 

1.  When  a settlement  or  a community  having  1,  500  or  less  population, 
which  is  a small  part  of  a much  larger  township,  or  when  a community 
is  of  leo3  than  10,000  population  sufficient  space  in  the  clear  must  be 
available  for  the  servicing  of  one  car. 

Minimum  Requirements: 

1-car  garage  with  approved  headlight  tester,  12'  x 25' 300  sq.  ft. 

1 - car  garage  without  headlight  tester,  12’  x 45'  ---  540  sq.  ft, 

2.  When  in  a municipality  of  10,  000  to  45,  000  population,  sufficient  space 
in  the  clear  must  be  available  for  the  servicing  of  two  (2)  cars. 

Minimum  Requirements : 

2- car  garage  with  approved  headlight  tester,  24’  x 25'  ---  600  sq.  ft. 
2-car  garage  without  headlight  tester  24"  x 45'  ---  1,080  sq.  ft, 

3.  When  in  a municipality  over  45,  000  population,  sufficient  space  in  the 
clear  must  be  available  for  the  servicing  of  four  (4)  cars. 


Minimum  Requirements: 

4-car  garage  with  approved  headlight  tester,  36*  x 25* 900  sq.  ft. 

4-car  garage  without  headlight  tester,  36'  x 45* 1,  620  sq.  ft. 

Temporary  expedients  for  obtaining  additional  space  or  facilities,  such 
as  tents,  sheds  erected  on  nearby  lots,  or  so-called  curb  service  will 
not  be  permitted.  Grease  pits  or  racks  and  wash  racks  are  not  included 
as  available  space. 
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Another  factor  in  determining  eligibility  is  the  possession  of  certain  mini- 
mum tools  and  equipment  necessary  for  efficient  operation.  The  required  tools  and 
equipment  in  general  involve  only  such  items  which  the  average  repair  shop  would 
normally  possess  and  therefore,  In  that  sense,  this  factor  constitutes  no  great  bar- 
rier. 


The  final  factor  in  determining  eligibility  is  the  employment  of  mechanically 
experienced  personnel  who  can  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  State  Police  through 
examination,  that  they  are  qualified  to  properly  carry  out  the  prescribed  inspections. 

The  policy  of  appointing  as  official  inspection  stations  any  garage  which 
satisfactorily  complies  with  the  basic  requirements  resulted  in  the  establishment  of 
a total  of  10,163  stations  by  1952. 

A definite  set  procedure  has  been  established  for  handling  the  application, 
examination  and  appointment  of  official  inspection  stations.  Any  firm  desiring  to 
become  an  official  station  makes  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Highway  Safety  on  a 
special  form  (exhibit  B)  which  is  furnished,  along  with  complete  instructions  and  the 
Official  Inspection  Station  Rules  and  Regulations  (exhibit  C),  upon  request.  By  use 
of  a special  form,  this  application  is  referred  to  the  State  Police,  in  order  that  the 
inspection  supervisor  of  that  district  may  make  a comprehensive  investigation  of  the 
applicant’s  garage  and  personnel. 

This  investigation  includes  a detailed  physical  examination  of  the  facilities 
to  determine  whether  they  meet  the  basic  requirements  for  an  official  station.  In 
addition,  oral  questions  are  included  in  the  examination  to  ascertain  whether  or  not 
the  applicant  is  aware  of  the  responsibilities  accompanying  appointment  and  whether 
or  not  the  personnel  are  qualified  to  perform  the  prescribed  inspections.  The  me- 
chanics must  satisfactorily  perform  a test  inspection  in  addition  to  the  oral  examin- 
ation. 

The  supervisor’s  findings  are  referred  to  the  Bureau  of  Highway  Safety 
where  the  decision  as  to  appointment  is  made.  Accordingly,  the  applicant  is  sent 
either  his  appointment  as  an  official  Inspection  Station  (exhibit  D)  or  a notice  that 
the  application  has  been  disapproved  for  the  reasons  stated.  At  the  same  time  the 
original  application  is  received,  the  Bureau  of  Highway  Safety  starts  a card  record 
which  forms  the  permanent  record  on  this  application  and  on  which  is  recorded  all 
future  action  taken.  A number  of  miscellaneous  self-explanatory  form  letters  are 
used  to  handle  various  items  relating  to  minor  matters  affecting  official  inspection 
stations. 


1,  812  applications  were  received  during  1951  for  appointment  as  official  in- 
spection stations,  of  which  433  were  disapproved. 

Suspension  of  Stations 

The  official  inspection  station  supervisors  make  at  least  one  inspection  of 
the  stations,  within  their  district  during  each  three  month  inspection  period  to  insure 
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that  the  stations  are  operating  accoridng  to  regulation.  The  major  improper  prac- 
tices watched  for  include  failure  to  conduct  inspection,  the  illegal  sale  of  official 
stickers  to  unauthorized  agencies  or  persons,  and  failure  to  adhere  to  the  rigid 
technical  provisions  of  the  law  regarding  equipment  condition.  If  improper  practices 
are  observed,  the  station  supervisor  submits  an  appropriate  report  which  results  in 
a suspension  of  the  privilege  to  act  as  an  official  inspection  station.  Any  station  so 
suspended  has  recourse  to  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  courts  if  desired. 

A station  which  has  been  suspended  can  also  apply  for  reinstatement  and  a 
new  application  is  forwarded.  When  this  completed  application  is  received  by  the 
Bureau  of  Highway  Safety,  it  is  forwarded  to  the  State  Police  who  are  asked  to  rein- 
spect the  garage  to  determine  if  the  conditions  causing  suspension  have  been  cor- 
rected. The  procedure  then  follows  that  of  a new  station  appointment. 

Normally  between  100  and  150  stations  are  suspended  annually  for  various 
infractions  of  the  regulations.  Definite  suspension  periods  have  been  e stablished for 
various  specific  violations  as  follows: 


Type  Offense 


F ir  st 
Infraction 


Second 

Infraction 


Third 

Infraction 


(a)  Sale  or  Gift  of 

Sticker  or  Stickers 


Penalty 
At  least  1 year 


Penalty 

Permanent 


Penalty 

Permanent 


(b)  Affixing  Sticker  or 
Stickers  Without 
Official  Inspection 

(c)  Faulty  or  Ineffi- 
cient Inspections 


(d)  Lack  of  Ability 


(e)  Records 

(f)  Cleanliness 


At  least  9 months 


At  least  6 months 
to  include  one  com- 
plete 3 -month  in- 
spection period 

Until  able  to  com- 
ply with  require- 
ments 

At  least  1 month 
At  least  1 month 


At  least  18  months 


At  least  1 year 


Until  able  to  com 
ply  with  require- 
ments 

At  least  6 months 

\ 

\ 

\ 


Permanent 


Permanent 


Until  able  to  com 
ply  with  require- 
ments 

At  least  1 year 


(g)  Space 


Stick  to  the  manual 


(h)  Tools  and  Equip- 
ment 


Until  able  to  com- 
ply and  recommended 
for  reinstatement 
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Supcrvigion 

The  personnel  of  the  inspection  unit  of  the  Bureau  of  Highway  Safety  con- 
sists of  a supervisor  and  a clerical  staff  of  approximately  39  persons  who  are  re- 
sponsible for  the  over -all  administration  of  the  inspection  program. 

To  achieve  effective  supervision  of  this  large  number  of  stations,  the  state 
has  been  divided  into  inspection  districts.  The  general  plan  is  to  have  each  district 
comprise  approximately  200  stations,  but  due  to  variations  in  local  conditions,  the 
districts  range  from  150  to  Z50  stations.  In  19 510  there  were  53  inspection  districts, 
each  under  the  supervision  of  a State  Police  officer  devoting  full  time  as  inspection 
station  supervisor. 

PROGRAM  ADMINISTRATION  - INSPECTION  STATION  LEVEL 


After  receiving  appointment  as  an  official  inspection  station,  a card  must  be 
submitted  containing  the  signatures  of  the  only  three  persons  authorized  to  order  in- 
spection stickers.  Upon  receipt  of  these  signatures,  official  blank  requisitions  are 
furnished  the  station  for  their  use  in  ordering  the  number  of  official  inspection 
stickers  they  estimate  they  will  need.  The  stickers  for  which  a charge  of  five  cents 
each  is  made  to  the  station,  are  serially  numbered  and  are  perforated  at  the  top  with 
the  inspection  station  number. 

When  a vehicle  has  successfully  passed  the  inspection,  meeting  the  pre- 
scribed requirements,  the  sticker  is  marked  as  follows  and  affixed  to  the  windshield 
in  the  lower  right  hand  corner: 

1.  The  date  and  month  of  the  inspection  is  punched  in  the  date  box  on  the 
sticker. 

2.  The  type  of  vehicle  (bus,  truck,  trailer  or  passenger  car)  is  punched  in 
the  box  immediately  after  each  type  of  vehicle. 

3.  The  year,  make,  type  and  manufacturer's  serial  number  is  written  on 
the  reverse  side  of  the.  sticker  in  indelible  pencil, 

A different  style  of  sticker  is  used  for  each  inspection  period  to  facilitate 
enforcement  activities.  The  requirement  that  all  purchases  of  stickers  must  be 
made  by  money  order  or  check  eliminates  the  need  for  bonding  of  employees  in  the 
inspection  section  of  the  Bureau  of  Highway  Safety.  Since  refunds  are  only  made  for 
unused  stickers  in  excess  of  twenty-five,  it  is  advisable  for  station  operators  to  es- 
timate their  needs  accurately.  Claims  for  refunds  on  unused  stickers  are  submitted 
on  a special  form. 

At  the  time  the  desired  number  of  stickers  are  forwarded  to  the  station,  a 
sufficient  quahtity  of  :s  elf-explanatory  special  record  sheet,  also  perforated  at  the 
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top  with  the  inspection  station  number,  is  furnished  the  station  owner.  This  record 
is  filled  out  in  duplicate  by  the  station  operator  as  inspections  are  made,  with  the 
original  being  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of  Highway  Safety  as  each  sheet  is  completed 
and  tho  duplicate  being  retained  dt  the  station  for  at  least  two  years. 

If  a vehicle  presented  for  inspection  fails  to  measure  up  to  the  required 
standards  the  station  operator  fills  out  in  duplicate  a rejection  report  covering  all 
pertinent  data  and  forwards  the  duplicate  immediately  to  the  Bureau  of  Highway  Safety, 
Upon  receipt  of  the  rejection  report,  the  Bureau  mails  to  the  owner  of  the  rejected 
vehicle  a notice  that  his  vehicle  has  been  rejected  with  the  reasons  therefor,  and  in- 
forms him  that  he  must,  hav''  the  necessary  repairs  made  and  the  vehicle  reinspected 
and  approved  within  72  hours.  One -half  of  this  notice  consists  of  a postal  card  form 
which  the  inspection  station  operator  will  for  ward  to  the  Bureau  of  Highway  Safety 
when  the  reinspection  is  made  and  the  vehicle  approved. 

If  the  inspection  reveals  that  there  is  a discrepancy  in  the  motor  vehicle 
registration  numbers  or  the  owner  did  not  have  a valid  operator's  license,  a report 
is  made  on  a special  form  to  the  Bu.reau  of  Highway  Safety. 

INSPECTION  REQUIREMENTS 

The  Bureau  of  Highway  Safety  has  developed  over  the  years,  a series  of  de- 
tailed inspection  requirements  to  insure  that  motor  vehicles  are  in  condition  for 
safe  performance.  These  requirements  provide  for  a thorough  inspection  of  every 
motor  vehicle  leaving  virtually  nothing  to  chance.  The  regulations  are  based  largely 
on  experience  and  are  periodically  amended  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times  and  changes 
in  automotive  engineering. 

Among  the  items  of  motor  vehicle  equipment  which  must  satisfactorily  meet 
the  inspection  standards  contained  in  the  Official  Inspection  Station  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations (exhibit  C)  are  the  following;  horn,  mirrors,  windshield  wipers,  steering 
gear,  safety  glass,  exhaust  systems,  brakes,  lights,  and  tires. 

COST  OF  PROGRAM 

No  actual  budget  is  established  for  the  motor  vehicle  inspection  program 
as  all  revenues  go  into  the  state  motor  vehicle  fund  while  expenditures  come  out  of 
the  general  fund.  However,  all  revenues  received  from  stickers  must,  by  law,  be 
set  aside  for  the  advancement  of  safety  on  the  highways.  A total  revenue  of 
$336,  926.  30  was  realized  in  1951  from  the  $0.  05  charge  per  sticker,  as  6,  738,  526 
paid  stickers  were  issued  to  stations. 

While  there  is  no  specific  budget,  it  is  estimated  that  the  administration  of 
the  law  just  about  pays  for  itself  based  on  the  present  sticker  cost.  The  specific 
annual  expenditures  charged  to  the  program  would  include  the  salaries,  maintenance 
and  travel  expenses  of  the  54  State  Police  Inspection  Station  Supervisors,  the  salaries 
of  the  39  Bureau  of  Highway  Safety  Inspection  Unit  personnel  assigned  to  tjhe  program, 
and  the  cost  of  the  stickers,  postage  and  supplies.  j 


-10- 


There  is  no  state  regulation  gover  ning  the  fee  that  can  be  charged  by  an  of- 
ficial station  for  an  inspection.  However,  the  charges  for  inspection  range  fairly 
close  throughout  the  state.  In  smaller  communities  the  fee  ranges  from  $0.75  to 

$1.  25  while  in  the  larger  cities  it  averages  between  $1.  00  and  $1.  25. 

/ 

PUB  L IC_S  UP  PORT 

The  success  of  the  inspection  program  in  Pennsylvania  has  been  dependent 
upon  the  complet  e and  unselfish  cooperation  of  the  state  agencies , the  automobile  in- 
dustry and  the  public.  The  automobile  industry,  as  represented  by  the  Pennsylvania 
Automobile  Association  (dealers  and  independent  repair  shops),  has  always  supported 
motor  vehicle  inspection  by  strict  adherence,  to  regulations,  insistence  upon  fair  play 
in  appointment  and  suspension  of  stations „ maintenance  of  high  standards  of  inspec- 
tion, constant  in-service  training  of  mechanics  and  provision  of  active  leadership 
for  public  support  in  upholding  th©  pregram  and  striving  for  early  submission  of 
motor  vehicles  for insp action  during  each  period.  This  support,  plus  assignment  of 
State  Police  in  sufficient  numbers  to  adequately  supervise  inspection  stations  is  ab- 
solutely essential  to  the  success  of  this  type  of  program. 

The  majority  of  the  state's  67  counties  have  actively  functioning  industry 
committees  on  motor  vehicle  inspection.  These  groups,  comprising  automobile 
dealers,  independent  repair  shops  and  their  mechanics,  meet  periodically  to  discuss 
ways  and  means  of  improving  the  standards.  Their  purpose  is  to  have  the  program 
continue  operating  at  peak  effectiveness  During  1951,  there  were  300  meetings 
held  in  64  counties  at  which  there  was  attendance  of  over  30,  000  persons. 

Both  the  official  and  non -official  agencies  join  in  the  conduct  of  training 
programs  for  station  operators  and  mechanics  prior  to  the  spring  and  fall  inspection 
periods,  so  that  regulations  may  be  properly  and  uniformly  understood  and  new  tech- 
niques in  automobile  design  effectively  inspected  and  repaired. 

Almost  every  media,  of  public,  contact  are  utilized  annually  by  both  official 
and  non-official  agencies  to  continually  advise  the  public  of  the  merits  of  the  inspec- 
tion program  as  an  accident,  prevention  measure,  as  well  as  urging  them  to  submit 
their  vehicles  early  during  the  official  inspection  periods  (May  - July  and  November- 
January)  to  avoid  a last  minute  rush. 

ACCIDENT  PREVENTION  --  ACHIEVEMENTS 


It  is  always  difficult  to  produce  statistics  that  accurately  depict  the  degree 
of  traffic  accident  reduction  resulting  from  any  one  specific  measure.  However,  it 
is  believed  that  the  merits  of  a sound  motor  vehicle  inspection  program  are  readily 
apparent  when  the  records  reveal  that  in  Pennsylvania,  defective  equipment  normal- 
ly accounts  for  less  than  4 percent  of  the  fatal  accidents  as  against  the  national  av- 
erage. of  9 percent. 

Further  evidence  of  the  accident  prevention  values  of  this  program  are  pro- 
vided by  the  figures  on  the  number  of  vehicles  rejected  on  the  first  inspection  for 
having  various  kinds  of  unsafe  equipment.  In  the  normal  inspection  period,  almost 
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60  porcont  of  the  vehicles  ore  rejoctod  on  the  first  inspection  and  must  have  the  con- 
ditions corroctod  before  being  approved  for  operation  on  the  highways.  Data  on  the 
1949  program  rovoal  that  50.6  porcont  of  the  vehicles  presented  for  inspection  in  the 
first  poriod  were  rojoctcd  on  the  original  inspection,  while  this  figure  ;fb'r  the  second 
period  was  57.  9 percent. 

The  unsafe  equipment  for  which  rejections  were  made  during  each  of  the 


semi-annual  inspection  periods  in  1949  are 
total  rejections. 

Headlights 
Brakeo 
Taillighto 
Steering  Goar 
Safety  Glass 
Tires 


given  below  in  terms  of  percentage  of 


1st  Period 

2nd  Period 

23.  5% 

32.  3% 

24.7% 

16.  7% 

20.  0% 

21. 3% 

9.4% 

» 0. 4% 

5.  2% 

6.0% 

1.0% 

0.9% 
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Exhibit  A 


Pennsylvania  Periodic  Motor  Vehicle  Inspection  Law 

SECTION  717.  1,  FEE  FOR  INSPECTION  STICKERS 

The  fee  for  inspection  certificates  shall  be  five  ($.05)  cents  for 
each  certificate  issued.  A sum  equal  to  the  amount  so  realized 
shall  be  allocated  to  and  used  solely  for  the  promotion  of  highway 
safety. 

SECTION  813.  OFFICIAL  INSPECTION  STATIONS 

(a)  The  secretary  is  authorized  to  designate,  furnish  instructions 
to,  and  to  supervise  official  inspection  stations  for  corrections, 
adjustments,  repairs,  and  inspection  of  motor  vehicles,  trailers 
and  semi-trailers  for  the  proper  and  safe  performance  of  steering 
mechanism,  brakes,  lighting  equipment,  horns  and  warning  de- 
vices, mirrors,  windshield  wipers,  and  such  other  conditions  to 
assure  that  such  vehicles  are  in  conformity  with  this  act.  Every 
person  desiring  to  operate  as  an  official  inspection  station  shall 
file  an  application  for  a certificate  of  appointment  with  the  depart- 
ment. The  application  for  an  official  inspection  station  shall  be 
made  upon  a form  prescribed  and  furnished  by  the  department,  and 
shall  set  forth  the  name  under  which  the  applicant  transacts  or  in- 
tends to  transact  business,  the  location  of  his  place  of  business 
within  the  Commonwealth,  and  such  other  information  as  the  depart- 
ment may  require.  If  the  applicant  has  or  intends  to  have  more  than 
one  place  of  business  within  the  Commonwealth,  a separate  applica- 
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tion  shall  bo  made  for  each  place  of  business.  If  the  applicant  is  an 

association,  the  application  shall  set  forth  the  names  and  addresses 

/ 

of  the  persons  constituting  the  association,  and  if  a corporation, 
the  names  and  addresses  of  the  principal  officers  thereof,  and  any 
other  information  prescribed  by  the  department  for  purposes  of 
identification.  The  application  shall  be  signed  and  verified  by  oath 
or  affirmation  by  the  owner,  if  a natural  person;  in  the  case  of  an 
association  by  a member  or  partner  thereof;  and  in  the  case  of  a 
corporation,  by  an  executive  officer  thereof  or  some  person  specif- 
ically authorized  by  the  corporation  to  sign  the  application,  to  which 
shall  be  attached  written  evidence  of  his  authority.  Only  such  loca- 
tions which  fulfill  the  department's  requirements  and  whose  owners 
or  proprietors  comply  with  department  regulations  shall  qualify  and 
be  appointed  and  issued  a certificate.  Upon  approval  of  the  application, 
the  department  shall  grant  and  issue  to  each  owner  a certificate  of 
appointment  as  an  official  inspection  station  for  the  place  of  business 
within  the  Commonwealth  set  forth  in  his  application.  Certificates  of 
appointment  shall  not  be  assignable,  and  shall  be  valid  for  the  owners 
in  whose  names  issued  and  for  the  transaction  of  business  at  the  place 
designated  therein,  and  shall  at  all  times  conspicuously  displayed 
at  the  place  for  which  issued. 

(b)  If  the  secretary  finds  that  the  provisions  of  this  act  are  not  being 
complied  with,  or  that  the  business  of  an  official  inspection  station 
in  connection  with  the  corrections,  adjustments,  repairs,  or  inspection 
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of  motor  vehicles,  trailers  or  semi-trailers  is  being  improperly 
conducted,  he  shall  suspend  the  certificate  of  appointment  of  any 
such  station  and  require  the  immediate  surrender  and  return  of  the 
certificate  of  appointment,  together  with  all  department  forms; 
Provided,  however,  That  if  the  servant  or  employee  of  any  such  in- 
spection station  shall  without  the  authorization,  knowledge,  or  con- 
sent of  his  employer,  violate  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  in  ref- 
erence to  the  inspection  of  vehicles,  such  violation  or  violations 
shall  not  be  the  cause  of  the  suspension  of  the  certificate  of  appoint- 
ment, as  herein  provided,  but  such  employee  shall  be  subject  to 
prosecution  as  hereinafter  provided.  Any  person  whose  certificate 
of  appointment  is  suspended  under  the  provisions  of  this  subsection 
may,  within  thirty  (30)  days  from  the  date  thereof,  appeal  to  the  court 
of  common  pleaseof  the  county  wherein  such  official  inspection  station 
is  located,  and  such  court  is  hereby  vested  with  jurisdiction,  and  it 
shall  be  its  duty  to  set  the  matter  down  for  hearing  upon  thirty  (30) 
days'  written  notice  to  the  secretary,  and  thereupon  to  take  testimony 
and  examine  into  the  facts  of  the  case  and  to  determine  whether  the 
petitioner  is  subject  to  suspension  of  his  certificate  of  appointment 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

(c)  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  to  display,  or  cause  or  permit 
to  be  displayed,  any  sign,  mark,  or  advertisement  as  an  official  in- 
spection station,  unless  certificate  of  appointment  has  been  issued  by 
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tho  department  and  is  then  in  effect,  or  to  furnish  certificate  of  in- 
spection and  approval  when  not  authorized  to  do  so. 

(d)  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  to  assign,  or  to  attempt  to 
assign,  a certificate  of  appointment  as  an  official  inspection  station, 
or  to  fail  to  display  conspicuously  his  certificate  of  appointment  at 
the  place  for  which  it  is  issued. 

(e)  When  a motor  vehicle,  trailer,  or  semi-trailer  has  been  in- 
spected and,  if  in  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  this  act,  only 
then  shall  the  adjuster  of  inspector  issue  a certificate  of  inspection 
and  approval  to  the  owner  or  operator  on  a form  prescribed  and  fur- 
nished by  the  department. 

( £)  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  to  furnish,  give,  or  sell  to  any 
owner  or  operator  of  a motor  vehicle,  trailer  or  semi-trailer,  or  to 
place  in  or  on  any  motor  vehicle,  trailer  or  semi-trailer,  a certifi- 
cate of  inspection  and  approval,  unless  an  official  inspection  of  its 
mechanism  and  equipment  shall  have  been  made  and  the  motor  vehicle, 
trailer  or  semi-trailer,  conforms  with  the  provisions  of  this  act.  It 
shall  be  unlawful  for  any  such  designated  official  inspection  station  to 
furnish,  loan,  give  or  sell  a certificate  or  certificates  of  inspection 
and  approval  to  any  other  ouch  designated  official  inspection  station 
or  any  other  persons,  except  those  entitled  to  receive  them  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act. 

(g)  Any  peace  officer,  who  shall  be  in  uniform  and  shall  exhibit  his 
badge  or  other  sign  of  authority,  may  stop  any  motor  vehicle,  trailer, 
or  semi-trailer,  and  require  the  owner  or  operator  to  demonstrate 
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that  ouch  vehiclos  conform  with  the  provisions  of  this  act.  If  such 
demonstration  discloses  the  necessity  for  corrections,  adjustments, 

or  repairs  to  such  vehicle,  the  owner  shall  be  notified  that,  unless  a 

/ 

certificate,  issued  or  executed  by  a representative  of  an  official  in- 
spection station,  is  submitted  within  five  (5)  days  to  the  peace  officer, 
indicating  that  the  necessary  corrections,  adjustments,  or  repairs, 
have  been  made,  information  for  the  arrest  of  the  owner  or  operator 
will  be  made  for  the  specific  violation  or  violations  of  this  act  noted 
at  the  time Tox*  notification:  Provided,  that  when  service  and  emergency 

brakes,  applied  simultaneously,  will  not  stop  a motor  vehicle,  trailer, 
or  semi-trailer  within  distance  defined  in  this  act,  or  hold  a motor 
vehicle,  trailer  or  semi-trailer  on  a descending  grade  not  exceeding 
ten  (10)  per  centum  or  when  the  lighting  equipment  is  glaring  or  insuf- 
ficient or  not  in  operation,  or  is  not  equipped  with  a mirror  or  wind- 
shield wiper,  as  defined  and  required  in  this  act,  the  owner  or  operator 
may  be  required  to  correct  the  faulty  condition  before  being  permitted  to 
proceed  with  the  vehicle,  and  may  be  prosecuted  for  the  specific  viola- 
tion of  this  act. 

(h)  An  official  inspection  station  and  the  records  thereof  shall  be  open 

for  inspection  by  any  peace  officer  or  department  employee*  The  owner 
of  an  official  inspection  station  shall  file  with  the  department,  on  a form 

prescribed  and  furnished  by  the  department,  such  information  relating 

to  daily  inspections  as  the  secretary  may  require. 

PENALTY  - Any  owner  of  an  Official  Inspection  Station  who  by 

himself,  agent,  servant  or  employee,  or  any  manager,  operator  or 
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employee  thereof,  or  any  other  person  who  violates  any  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  section  shall  upon  summary  conviction  before  a magis- 
trate be  sentenced  to  pay  a fine  of  twenty-five  ($25.  00)  dollars  and 
costs  of  prosecution  and  in  default  of  the  payment  thereof  shall  undergo 
imprisonment  for  not  more  than  ten  (10)  days. 

SECTION  823.  OFFICIAL  INSPECTION  OF  VEHICLES 

(a)  On  and  after  the  first  day  of  every  May  and  until  and  including  the 
thirty-first  (31)  day  of  July  and  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  every 
November  and  until  and  including  the  thirty-first  (31)  day  of  January 
every  owner  of  a motor  vehicle,  trailer,  or  semi-trailer  being  op- 
erated in  this  Commonwealth,  except  trailers  or  semi -trailer s having 
a chassis  and  body  weight  of  less  than  one  thousand  (1000)  pounds, 
motorcycles  and  bicycles  with  motor  attached  shall  submit  such  motor 
vehicle,  trailer,  or  semi-trailer  to  such  inspection  of  its  mechanism 
and  equipment  as  may  be  designated  by  the  secretary;  Provided,  how- 
ever, That  motor  vehicles,  trailers,  and  semi-trailers  determined  by 
the  department  to  be  exempt  from  registration  under  the  provisions  of 
section  four  hundred  one  subsection  (d)  of  this  act,  if  operated  on  the 
public  highways  of  this  Commonwealth  only  during  the  period  between 
sunrise  and  sunset,  shall  be  exempt  from  the  lighting  equipment  pro- 
visions of  this  act. 

(b)  If  such  inspections  disclose  the  necessity  for  adjustments,  cor- 
rections or  repairs,  in  order  to  bring  the  motor  vehicle,  trailer,  or 
semi-trailer  in  conformance  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  it  shall 
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be  compulsory  upon  the  owner  to  have  such  adjustments,  corrections, 
or  repairs  made  within  the  periods  required  in  this  act. 

(c)  The  secretary  is  hereby  authorized  to  designate,  furnish  instruc- 
tions to,  supervise,  and  issue  inspection  certificates  to,  and  collect 
the  fees  therefor  from,  the  official  inspection  stations,  as  provided 
in  this  act,  for  the  purpose  of  such  inspections. 

(d)  Such  official  inspection  stations,  when  duly  authorized,  shall  issue 
official  certificates  of  inspection  for  every  motor  vehicle,  trailer,  or 
semi-trailer  so  inspected,  on  a form  furnished  by  the  department,  but 
no  such  certificates  of  inspection  shall  be  issued  or  displayed  on  any 
motor  vehicle,  trailer,  or  semi-trailer,  until  and  unless  the  motor 
vehicle,  trailer,  or  semi-trailer  for  which  it  is  issued  has  been  brought 
into  conformance  with  the  requirements  of  this  act. 

(e)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  designated  official  inspection  stations 
to  report  all  such  inspections  to  the  secretary,  on  forms  furnished  by 
the  department,  and,  in  the  event  of  refusal  on  the  part  of  any  owner  or 
operator  to  have  the  necessary  adjustments,  corrections,  and  repairs 
made,  the  secretary,  after  investigation,  may  invoke  the  provisions  of 
this  act  relative  to  vehicles  unsafe  or  unfit  for  operation. 

(f)  If  the  secretary  finds  that  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  the  directions 
of  the  secretary,  are  not  being  complied  with,  or  that  the  business  of 
such  stations  in  connection  with  such  inspections  is  being  improperly 
conducted,  he  may  suspend  the  designation  of  any  such  stations. 
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(g)  Any  peace  officer  who  shall  be  in  uniform,  and  shall  exhibit  his 
badge  or  other  sign  of  authority,  may  stop  any  motor  vehicle,  trailer, 
or  3omi-trailer , and  require  the  owner  or  operator  to  display  an  offi- 
cial certificate  or  other  satisfactory  proof  of  inspection  for  the  motor 
vehicle,  trailer,  or  semi-trailer  being  operated.  It  shall  be  unlawful 
for  any  ouch  certificate  to  be  displayed  on  a motor  vehicle,  trailer,  or 
semi-trailer,  or  by  the  owner  or  operator,  unless  an  official  inspection 
of  its  mechcuism  or  equipment  shall  have  been  made  and  the  motor  ve- 
hicle, trailer,  or  semi-trailer  conforms  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

(h)  It  shall  be  unlawful  to  operate  any  motor  vehicle,  trailer,  or  semi- 
trailer on  a highway  (1)  during  an  inspection  period,  unless  the  motor 
vehicle,  trailer,  or  semi-trailer  has  been  inspected  during  the  present 
or  last  preceding  inspection  period,  and  (2)  after:  the  close  of  any  in- 
spection period,  unless  it  has  been  inspected  during  the  last  preceding 
inspection  period,  and  (3)  a certificate  for  the  proper  period  furnished 
and  displayed. 

(i)  The  secretary  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  issue  a certifi- 
cate of  school  bus  inspection  for  every  vehicle  owned  by,  or  used  under 
contract  with,  any  school  or  school  district  which  conforms  with  the 
provisions  of  this  act  and  with  the  regulations  of  the  State  Council  of  Ed- 
ucation of  Pennsylvania.  Such  certificate  shall  bear  the  approval  of  and 
be  countersigned  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Pennsylvania  (Motor)  State 
Police.  This  provision  shall  not  apply  to  buses  operated  over  regular 
routes  in  scheduled  service  under  the  authority  of  the  Public  Utility  Conv 


mission. 
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(j)  The  owner  of  every  vehicle  which  is  to  be  used  for  the  transpor  - 
tation  of  school  children,  shall,  in  addition  to  any  other  inspection  re- 
quired by  this  act,  submit  such  vehicle  to  the  Pennsylvania  (Motor) 

State  Police  sometime  during  every  August,  or  prior  to  operating  such 
vehicle  for  the  transportation  of  school  children  during  the  school  year, 
to  determine  whether  such  vehicle  conforms  with  the  provisions  of  this 
act  and  the  regulations  of  the  State  Council  of  Education  of  Pennsylvania, 
This  provision  shall  not  apply  to  buses  operated  over  regular  routes  in 
scheduled  service  under  the  authority  of  the  Public  Utility  Commission, 

(k)  No  vehicle  required  to  obtain  a certificate  of  inspection  under  the 
provisions  of  subsection  (j)  of  this  section  shall  be  operated  without 
prominently  displaying  such  certificate,  as  may  be  directed  by  the  sec- 
retary, in  addition  to  any  other  certificate  now  or  hereafter  required 
by  law,  on  any  of  the  highways  of  this  Commonwealth, 

Penalty  - Any  person  violating  any  of  the  provisions  of  subsections  (d}f 
(e),  (g),  (h),  (j),  or  (k)  of  this  section  shall,  upon  summary  conviction 
before  a magistrate,  be  sentenced  to  pay  a fine  of  not  more  than  ten 
($10)  dollars  and  coats  of  prosecution,  and,  in  default  of  the  payment 
thereof,  shall  undergo  imprisonment  for  not  more  than  five  (5)  days.. 


COMMON  WE  ALT  H OT  PEN M SYLVAN!  A 
Otr  ARTM  tNT  Or  REVEMUC 
BUREAU  Of  HIGHWAY  SAFtTY 


/'•PPUC/TIOM  fOR  OEGIO-NATION 
AS 

OFFICIAL  INSPECTION  STATION 


ro»  ocpt.  ust  omit 


E>HhIE>5T  ~15  ZT 


commonwealth  or  Pennsylvania 
county  or 


(rruNi  on  tyhimutr  m,i,  information  in  hill  or  ajtlicaticn  will  ok  Asmnei?) 
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1.  TRADE  NAME 


(Kami:  in  muon  crariPicAK  or  AProrurnair  rs  to  r/ii  ihouh-) 


it  AO  OR  E 5 5 


(wfu’i;x  and  iiujiwciO  (n.  r.  o.  no. ) (p ow  omcr.)  (county)  (btati:) 

OEING  OULY  3 WORM  HAKES  APPLICATION  Ton  APPOINTMENT  A5  AN  OFFICIAL  INSPECTION  STATION,  AS  PROVIDED  BY  SECTION  033  0'  ACT 
APPMOVCO  OWE  77,  A'ICMOIfkl  THE  VCHICI.E  CODE  MO  STATES  THAT  THE  ANSWERS  UAOC  HEREIN  ARC  TRUE  AND  CORRECT • 


5*  HAS  THE  APPOINTMENT  OP  MY  OFFICIAL  STATION  WITH  WHICH  VOU  HAVE  OECN  CONHECTEO  IN  MY  WAY,  OECN  SUSPENDED? 
. . ,p  SO,  SOIO  FULL  E*:p  L AH  AT  I ON  V/ITII  THIS  Al’PlI  CAT  IC,I. 

«•  00  YOU  OI'CRATG  A REPAIR  SHOP  AND  HAVE  PROPER  TOOLS  AMO  MECHANICS  COMPETENT 

(A)  TO  INSPECT  AMO  SERVICE  ALL  TYPES  OP  0 RAKES?  


<01  TO  INSPECT,  ADJUST  AND  SERVICE  LIGHTING  ECOlPHENTT_ 
I C)  TO  INSPECT,  ADJUST  AMO 'REPAIR  STEERING  H C CM  At  J I SM  AT 


(0)  TO  INSPECT,  REPAIR  OR  REPLACE  HORNS,  MIRRORS,  YMHOSHICLO  WIPERS? , 
?•  TOTAL  NU.HUER  Or  CUALIFIP.O  MECHANICS  EMPLOYED 


(no  not  court  hcut.hr,  waC.jUu,  tvo.y 
0#  WY  '<r.: XX  ITt'.AllQ  h 0 VOU  DOWRMI.’trt  UUAKXNO  ELVICIUtCY  AND  OEOPl’IltO  MGTANCL'G?  — <■ 


OY  WHAT  MEANS  Y/ILL  YOU  INSPECT  ANO  A0JU3T  JiE^AP;1  PA?  „ 


0#  WILL  THE  HEADLAMP  TEST  I HO  OC  DONE  IN  DO  Of  LET. .00  YOU  HAVE  A 4J-F00T  LCVU  f,?ACLr  FOR  SCREEN  TESTS? 

9‘  HOW  MANY  VEHICLES  WILL  YOUR  SPACE  AIO  FACILITIES  PERMIT  YOU  TO  SERVICE  AT  ONE  TIMU'~ 

GIVE  EXACT  DIMENSIONS  OP  SPACE  AVAILABLE  FOR  INSPECTIONS  AND  REPAIRS 

JO*  Wit  AT  IS  THE  POPULATION  OF  YtfE  COMMUNITY  OR  AREA  IN  WillCll  YOU  WILL  OPERATE? 

11*  NOW  MANY  VEHICLES  IN  THIS  COMMUNITY  OR  ARCA  DO  YOU  ESTIMATE  YOU  WILL  INSPECT? 


12*  ake  you  applying  as  a flcet  own cr?. 


IF  SO,  00  YOU  HAVE  A PERMANENT  SCRVKC  STATION? 


lj*  ir  A FLEET  OTHER,  MOW  MANY  VEHICLES  REGISTERED  IN  NAME  OF  COMP  Aft  Y?  (PASS.JL 


(COML* 


IF  NOT,  HOW  MANY  WILL  YOU  oPECTt. 


14'*  Y/YLL  ENTIRE  FICCT  DG  INSPECTED  AT  ONE  STATION? . 

25*-  HAVE  VOU  AilO  YOUR.  MECHANICS  READ  THE  INSTRUCTIONS  ACCOMPANY  I NG  THIS  APP 1 PC  AT  fO.Tf  HID  DO  YOU  PIECE'S  YvURSElF  ANO  YCUR 
EMPLOYEES  TO  CONDUCT  1101  IE  ST,  'fHOROUC.il  ANp  EFFICIENT  INSPECTIONS  .IN  ACCQ.TOXJCG  Wi'jtlV  TIlS  VCAVCIE 
CODE  AND  OEPXi'iwir.*  ft  .STRUCT  !0;|l,!' 


■5UD SCR IOCO 
AMD  SWORN  TO 

BEFORE  ME  THIS 


OAY  OF 


19 


(APPLICANT'S  OlCiiATUno  IN  INK) 


(SEAL) 


'fOYOHATURIi  HI  IRK  OF  TKRSOH  ADMIN  I .'ITEM  HO  OATU) 


(ADDnj-.n  OP  PKIlfJOH  ADMIN IBTKRINO  OATJl) 


MY  COMMISSION  EXPIRES 


19 


( applicant  print  hank  in  iruc  uxactlt  as  it 

APPEARS  ADOVK  lit  fcJCNATURE) 


^SICf'IATJ^El- THE  APPLICATION  SHALL  OE  SIGHED  t) Y THE  OWNER,  IF  A NATURAL  PERSON,  AND  IN  THE  CASES  WHERE  TNt  OWNER  IS  A 

CORPORATION,  COP/JiTHEnSHIt  , uf>  ASSOCIATION,  BY  AN  EXECUTIVE  OFFlCCR  THEREOF  OR  SOME  PERSON  SPECIFICALLY  AUTHORIZED  BY 
SA.JO  CORPORATION  TO  SIGN  THE  APPLICATION,  TO  WHICH  SHALL  PE  ATT ACMEO  WRITTEN  CVlOCNCE  OF  HIS  AUTHORITY. 


ATUCMTS  WIU.  NOT  VIRITE  RCLOW  THIS.UNE 

APPROVED  Q 0|  8 AP  PROVED  DATE  19 


SIGNED 


QM’ ECTOR 
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Exhibit  C 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
BUREAU  OF  HIGHWAY  SAFETY 

f 

EXTRACT  OF 

OFFICIAL  INSPECTION  STATION  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 


GENERAL  PROVISION 


It  is  important  that  every  Official  Station  properly  instruct  all  employees  in 
accordance  with  the  rules  and  regulations  as  set  forth  herein,,  Continued  supervision 
of  all  mechanics  who  are  authorized  to  make  inspections  should  be  maintained. 

REQUIREMENTS  FOR  APPOINTMENT  AND  CONTINUANCE  THEREOF 


Application  for  appointment,  shall  be  made  on  Form  No.  R.P.S.G.3.  This 
form  may  be  secured  by  writing  to  the  Bureau  of  Highway  Safety  at  Harrisburg.  The 
State  Police  will  investigate  all  persons  or  firms  filing  t.he  above-mentioned  form. 
Appointments  will  only  be  made  when  a favorable  report  is  received. 


If  a garage  does  not  maintain  normal  business  hours  and  is,  for  example, 
open  for  business  and  inspections  only  in  the  evening,  application  for  appointment  as 
an  Inspection  Station  should  be  disapproved,  or,  if  appointment  has  already  been  made 
recommendation  for  suspension  may  be  submitted  on  this  basis. 

RESPONSIBILITY  OF  STATION  OWNER  OR  OPERATOR 


On  the  APPLICATION  FOR  DESIGNATION  AS  AN  OFFICIAL  INSPECTION 
STATION,,  the  owner  or  operator  has  pledged  himself  to  do  certain  things. 

1  - That,  he  will  act  as  its  agent  in  inspecting  motor  vehicles  in  accordance 
with  the  regulations. 


2 - That  he  and  his  employees  are  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  Official  Rules 

and  Regulations. 

3 - That  be  will  employ  only  qualified  employees  to  do  the  actual  inspecting, 

servicing  and  repairing,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements. 

4 - That  he  will  notify  Pennsylvania  State  Police  or  the  Inspection  Unit  of  the 

Bureau  of  Highway  Safety  at  once  when  an  authorized  mechanic  inspector 
leaves  his  employ,  and  new  mechanic  is  hired  so  that  Penna.  State  Police 
can  pass  on  new  mechanic  's  qualifications.  Failure  to  do  so,  will  result 
in  the  suspension  of  your  station. 
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5 - That  ho  and  his  employees  will  conduct  honest,  thorough  end  efficient  in- 

spections in  accordance  with  the  Vehicle  Code  and  the  Department  of 
Revenue’s  regulations. 

6 - To  maintain  the  necessary  tools  and  equipment  prescribed  in  the  Rules 

and  Regulations. 

7 - To  maintain  a clean  and  orderly  place  of  business  and  shop.  (He  is  re- 

sponsible for  his  employees  in  this  respect.) 

8 - To  keep  an  up-to-date  set  of  inspection  records,  which  can  be  examined 

by  the  State  Police  Inspector  or  an  authorized  employee  of  the  Department 
of  Revenue  at  any  time.  Records  shall  be  kept  for  inspection  at  least 
two  years. 

In  accepting  the  appointment,  the  station  operator  obligates  himself  to  make 
inspections  and  to  affix  certificates  of  inspection  (windshield  stickers),  only  at  loca- 
tion of  business  designated  on  Certificate  of  Appointment,  and  to  affix  stickers  only 
to  those  vehicles  which  have  been  properly  inspected  and  are  passed  as  safe;  and  to 
submit  the  required  inspection  reports  to  the  Department  of  Revenue.  It  is  important 
that  reports  be  filed  with  the  Department  as  soon  as  a sheet  (Form  RPSG-37)  is  com- 
pleted. This  has  a special  bearing  on  enforcement  directed  at  those  uninspected. 

(If  possible,  the  reports  should  be  mailed  unfolded.)  Failure  to  submit  reports  as  re- 
quired can  result  in  suspension. 

The  following  information  should  be  kept  and  should  be  available  for  checking 
by  Department  Inspectors  or  the  Pennsylvania  State  Police  for  at  least  2 years. 

Date  of  Inspection 

Registration  Number  of  Car  Inspected 
Name  of  Owner 

Street  Address , R.F.D,  Number 
City,  Town  and  County 
Speedometer  Reading 
Sticker  Affixed  or  Not 
Inspection  Cost  (if  fee  i3  charged) 

Total  Inspection  and  Repair  Costs 
Job  Order  Number 

If  necessary  repairs  and  adjustments  are  not  made,  or  if  the  owner 
attempts  to  delay  the  inspection,  Official  Inspection  Stations  will  be 
required  to  make  the  rejection  report  on  form  furnished  and  return 
to  the  Department  at  once.  The  Department  must  be  given  minute  de- 
tails and  specific  reasons  for  rejection. 


MARKING  AND  APPLICATION  OF  NEW  STICKERS 


When  vehicles  have  successfully  passed  inspection,  rrVeeting  the  requirements 
of  tho  law,  the  sticker  shall  be  marked  and  affixed  in  the  following  order: 

1 - Tho  date  and  month  of  the  inspection  shall  be  punched  in  the  date  box  on 

the  sticker. 

2 - Tho  type  of  vehicle,  that  is,  bus,  truck,  trailer,  or  passenger  car,  shall 

be  punched  in  the  box  immediately  after  each  type  of  vehicle. 

3 - The  sticker  will  then  bo  turned  over  and  have  written  on  it  in  INDELIBLE 

pencil  only,  tho  year,  make,  type  and  manufacturer's  serial  number. 

4 - THE  STICKER  SHALL  BE  AFFIXED  TO  THE  WINDSHIELD  IN  THE  LOWER 

RIGHT  HAND  CORNER. 

FLEET  STATIONS 

A station  may  be  approved  as  a "fleet  station"  if  they  have  15  or  more  vehi- 
cles registered  in  the  name  of  the  Company  or  Owner  signed  on  the  application. 

Fleet  stations  can  only  order  stickers  for  the  number  of  vehicles  shown  upon 
application,  plus  the  actual  number  required  for  officers'  and  garage  mechanics'  cars, 
not  exceeding  ten  in  any  case. 

Fleet  stations  must  keep  records  according  to  the  rules  and  regulations  set 
up  in  the  Bureau  of  Highway  Safety  Instruction  Book. 

Fleet  stations  must  notify  the  Inspection  Unit  of  any  increase  or  decrease  of 
vehicles  registred  in  their  name. 

Disregard  of  the  above  regulations  will  cause  the  suspension  of  privilege  of 
a fleet  station. 


SIGNS  AND  POSTERS 

The  following  regulation  was  officially  approved  and  effective  November  1, 

1941: 

"No  sign,  placard  or  card  whatsoever,  relating  to  official  inspections  shall 
be  displayed  in  any  official  inspection  station  without  having  previously  been  approved 
by  the  Bureau  of  Highway  Safety,  Department  of  Revenue,  " 
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Official  inspection  stations  should  make  certain  all  signs,  placards  or  cards 
are  approved  before  posting  or  using*  Use  of  unapproved  signs,  placards  or  cards 
may  result  in  suspension* 

DUTIES  OF  THE  EMPLOYEES  ENGAGED  IN  INSPECTION  WORK 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  employee  in  an  Official  Inspection  Station  to  ALWAYS 
properly  and  thoroughly  conduct  the  official  inspection  of  vehicles  presented  for  that 
purpose*  It  is  a grave  responsibility,  and  should  not  be  taken  lightly. 

In  affixing  a sticker  to  an  approved  vehicle,  the  employee  is  placing  a "cer- 
tificate of  safety"  on  that  vehicle,  indicating  that  the  vehicle  is  safe  for  operation  on 
the  highway. 

The  employee  conducting  inspections  first  owes  a duty  to  himself,  since  a 
life  may  be  jeopardised  by  errors  or  carlessness  on  his  part.  He  owes  a duty  to  hia 
family  and  to  the  vehicle  owners  and  operators,  for  death  or  serious  injury  may  re- 
sult because  of  his  indifference. 

Then,  too,  he  owes  a duty  to  his  employer,  who  has  pledged  to  assist  in 
safeguarding  the  lives  of  motorists  by  insuring  against  the  operation  of  unsafe  vehi- 
cles. Therefore,  no  employee  should  assume  this  responsibility  unless  willing  to 
perform  his  duty  to  the  very  best  of  his  ability,  and  place  SAFETY  first  and  foremost 
which  is  the  primary  intent  of  this  law. 

Therefore,  during  the  course  of  an  inspection,  it  is  the  employee's  duty  to 
eliminate  any  existing  faults  in  the  vehicle  which  may  cause  difficulties  to  the  owner. 
He  must  be  particularly  mindful  of  the  road  test,  inasmuch  as  this  is  the  means  of 
determining  the  condition  of  the  vehicle  --  whether  or  not  it  meets  with  the  require- 
ments. After  completing  the  inspection,  he  should  inform  the  owner  of  the  actual 
condition  of  his  car,  in  order  that  its  life  may  be  prolonged  --  today  more  than  ever. 

In  addition  to  the  actual  inspection  requirements,  he  should  instruct  the 
owner  as  to  repairs  or  adjustments  which  may  be  necessary  to  conserve  the  vehicle  - - 
in  order  that  the  wheels  of  industry  may  be  kept  rolling. 

The  employee  interested  in  properly  discharging  his  duties  in  an  Official  In- 
spection Station  will  at  all  times  have  a complete  set  of  Rules  and  Regulations  govern- 
ing inspections. 

As  an  example  of  the  seriousness  that  attends  all  phases  of  inspection,  take 
for  example  the  cleaning  of  reflectors,  checking  bulbs,  aiming  and  focusing  head- 
lamps. Over  58%  of  all  motor  vehicle  fatalities  occur  at  night  of  which  60%  are  pe- 
destrian deaths.  We  may  well  assume  that  a large  portion  of  these  deaths  are  caused 
either  directly  or  indirectly  by  insufficient  road  illumination,  occasionally  by  faulty 
headlight  adjustment.  Naturally  no  employee  would  want  to  assume  the  responsibility 
for  one  of  these  deaths. 
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PENALTIES  FOR  NON  -COMPLIANCE  ON  PART  OF 
STATION  OWNER,,  OPERATOR,  OR  EMPLOYEE 


The  owner,  operator  and  employee  of  an  OFFICIAL  INSPECTION  STATION 
a?  some?  full  responsibility,  and,,  if  proven  through  investigation  by  the  State  Police 
Inspector  that  the  owner,  operator  or  employee  knowingly  permitted  improper  inspec- 
tions, or  is  guilty  of  improper  conduct,  such  as  selling  stickers,  placing  them  on  un- 
safe cars,,  negligence  in  complying  with  the  Rules  and  Regulations,  etc.,  suspension 
or  revocation  of  the  inspection  privileges  or  prosecution  may  result 

EQUIPMENT  AND  TOOLS 

Equipment  and  tools  are  another  factor  for  consideration  in  making  and  con- 
tinuing appointments  of  inspection  stations.  The  following  list  is  the  minimum  with 
which  any  mechanic  or  station  can  efficiently  operate.  Tools  or  equipment  marked 
thus  (•*)  need  not  be  provided  where  wheel  alignment,  steering  repairs,  and  brake 
work  are  "farmed  out.  " 

OWNED  BY  STATION 

Brake  lining  drill* 

Brake  lining  riveter* 

Vheel  Pullers 
Work  Bench 
Garage  Jacks 
Vise; 

Set  of  Adjustable  Reamers* 

Portable  Lights 
Electric  or  Breast  Drill 
Assorted  Twist  Drills 
Bench  Grinder 
Socket  Wrench  Set 
Pipe  Wrenches 
Tap  and  Die  Set* 

Screw  Extractor  or  Easy  Guide 
Toe  in  Gauge 
Soldering  Iron 

Approved  Lighting  Testing  Device,  or 
Approved  Lighting  Testing  Screen  and  Output  Meter 
White  Enamel  Tray 
Light  Bulbs  Assorted  Types 
Insulated  Wire  ~~  Assorted  Sizes 
Reflector  Polish 
Reflex  Reflectors 

Tail  Light  Lenses  - - Assorted  Makes 
Windshield  Wipers,  Blade  and  Arms  --  Assorted 
Mirrors  --  Inside  and  Outside  Types 
Headlamp  Gaskets  - - Assorted 
Cotter  Pms  Assorted 
Indelible  Pencil 


OWNED  BY  MECHANIC 
Pliers 

Screw  Drivers 
Putty  Knife 
Cotter  Pins  Pullers 
Open  End  Wrenches 
Brake  Wrenches 
Hammer  s 
Cold  Chisels 
Center  Punches 
Hack  Saws 
F il.es 

F eeler  Gauges 
Tire  Pressure  Gauge 
Indelible  Pencil 
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The  above  stock  will  be  judged  in  relation  to  the  stations'  access  to  sources 
of  supply.  Where  immediate  supplies  are  obtainable  it  will  not  be  absolutely  nec- 
essary to  carry  all  above-mentioned  parts  in  stock, 

/ 

METHOD  OF  INSPECTION  AFTER  APPOINTMENT 

Foreign  make,  as  well  as  American  make  motor  vehicles  must  comply 
with  fell  inspection  requirements,  including  approved  safety  glass  and  lighting  equip- 
ment. 

The  method  of  procedure  for  the  inspection  of  motor  vehicles  outlined  here- 
with need  not  necessarily  be  followed  in  order  shown.  The  suggested  method  will  act 
as  a guide,  and  if  followed,  all  items  enumerated  will  be  covered  which  are  required 
to  be  inspected  in  accordance  with  the  Motor  Vehicle  Code  and  these  regulations  prior 
to  the  affixing  of  an  inspection  sticker. 

1.  REGISTRATION  (Owner  Card  or  Title)  or  other  proof  of  ownership. 

Check  Registration  Card  with  license  and  serial  numbers,  if  not  the  same 
reject  and  notify  the  Department,  using  Form.  No.  R.P.S.G.  35A  (Rejection 
Report).  If  numbers  correspond  proceed  with  the  inspection. 

2.  HORN 

Check  for  working  order ; signal  should  be  of  sufficient  volume  to  be  heard 
at  a distance  of  not  less  than  two  hundred  (200)  feet.  If  not  in  working  order, 
rejection  should  be  made  unless  repairs  are  made.  All  sirens,  compression 
or  spark  plug  whistles,  or  bells  must  be  removed  (permitted  on  fire,  police  or 
ambulance  equipment  only.  ) 

3.  MIRRORS 

All  vehicles  must  be  equipped  with  a rear  view  mirror  where  the  vision  to 
the  rear  is  obstructed.  They  shall  be  so  mounted  as  to  permit  a clear  view  by 
the  operator  to  the  rear  of  the  vehicle  for  a distance  of  not  less  than  two  hun- 
dred (200)  feet. 

4.  WINDSHIELD  WIPERS 

All  motor  vehicles  must  be  equipped  with  windshield  wipers  in  good  work- 
ing order.  Manual  types  permitted.  Air  or  electric  types  may  not  be  operated 
by  hand.  When  equipped  with  two  wipers  both  must  operate.  Wiper  blades  must 
clean  an  arc  of  at  least  seven  (7)  inches  and  be  free  of  deterioration.  Vehicles 
not  equipped  as  above  shall  be  rejected.  Vehicles  with  faulty  wipers  shall  be 
rejected  unless  repairs  are  made  and  placed  in  good  working  order. 

5.  STEERING 

Front  end  work  on  a car  is  one  of  the  vital  Safety  units  of  a car.  There 
can  be  no  guessing  or  careless  work.  All  work  should  be  accurately  done  and 
carefully  inspected  when  completed. 
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Examine  for  amount  of  movement  at  rim  of  steering  wheel.  More  than  two 
and  one -quarter  (2  1/4)  inches  is  cause  for  rejection. 

Jack  up  front  wheels,  one  at  a time,  and  check  for  loose,  brokert'and  worn 
parts,  such  as  wheel  bearings,  spindles,  bushings,  tie-rod  ends,  etc. 

One -quarter  inch  (1/4")  or  more  IN  and  OUT  movement  at  top  and  bottom 
of  wheel  indicates  excessive  looseness  in  wheel  bearing,  kingpins  and  control 
arms,  and  is  cause  for  rejection. 

When  front  shock  abrorbers  are  defective  and  are  affecting  the  brakes  or 
steering,  they  should  be  repaired  or  replaced. 

Wheel  alignment  may  be  done  elsewhere,  provided  car  is  returned  for  re- 
inspection, 

6,  SAFETY  GEASS  — Windshields  and  Windows 

Beginning  as  of  January  1,  1935,  all  vehicles,  with  the  exception  of  trail- 
ers or  semi -trailer  s , must  be  equipped  with  safety  glass  when  assembled, 
manufactured  or  reconstructed  after  the  above  date. 

Beginning  as  of  January  1,  19  38,  the  above-mentioned  conditions  apply  to 
trailers  or  semi-trailers. 

Under  the  law  any  vehicle  originally  equipped  with  glass  other  than  safety, 
prior  to  the  effective  dates  mentioned  may  pass  inspection,  provided  the  glass 
is  not  cracked  or  discolored.  Where  glass  has  been  used  as  or iginal  equipment, 
safety  glass  must  be  used  for  replacement.  Complete  replacement  of  glass  is 
required  before  inspection  approval.  The  glass  chart  furnished  by  the  Depart- 
ment -must  be  displayed. 

Effective  November  1,  1949„  every  replacement  of  safety  glass  shall  be 
marked  with  the  same  words,  designation  and  letters  as  the  sheet  from  which 
it  is  cut, 

7.  EXHAUST  SYSTEMS 

The  Vehicle  Code  requires  every  motor  vehicle  to  be  equipped  with  a 
muffler,  in  good  working  order,  and  in  constant  operation  to  prevent  excessive 
or  unusual  noise. 

The  Department  requires  a complete  and  thorough  check  of  exhaust  sys- 
tems, including  manifolds,  gaskets,  mufflers  and  exhaust  lines,  due  to  possi- 
ble carbon  monoxide  gas.  < 

No  official  inspection  station  may  approve  or  issue  a certificate  of  inspec- 
tion for  a vehicle  which  is  equipped  with  a muffler  which  is  perforated  or  which 
was  perforated  and  has  been  repaired  either  by  a muffler  repair  jacket  or  by 
patching  or  in  any  other  way.  In  those  cases  where  a muffler  is  perforated  at 
the  time  of  an  inspection  or  has  been  perforated  and  has  been  repaired  pre- 
vious to  inspection,  the  muffler  should  be  removed  and  replaced  by  a muffler 
which  has  not  been  perforated  and  which  is  in  good  working  condition.  Ex- 
haust pipes  must  extend  to  the  rear  of  the  vehicle.  In  the  case  of  commercial 
vehicles  the  extension  of  the  exhaust  pipe  beyond  the  compartment  of  the  car- 
riage of  passengers  will  be  sufficient. 

Flexible  exhaust  pipe  shall  not  be  used  on  a passenger  car.  It  may  be  used 
on  other  type  vehicles  as  an  outside  extension  If  located  beyond  the  compart- 
ment for  the  carriage  -of  passengers. 


- 29  - 


8.  FLARES 

Every  motor  bus,  motpr  omnibus,  house  trailer  or  semi-house  trailer  for 
the  carriage  of  passengers,  except  taxicabs,  shall  be  equipped  with  flares.  All 
commercial  vehicles  with  a Pennsylvania  registration  of  T Classification  or 
over  must  also  be  equipped.  Three  flares  and  three  12"  x 12"  flags  are  required 
on  each  truck  and  they  must  be  in  working  order  prior  to  inspection.  Flares 
are  not  required  on  vehicles  of  any  type  where  use  of  such  vehicle  is  confined 
within  a municipality,  business  district  or  residential  district. 

Vehicles  transporting  inflammables  or  explosives  shall  be  equipped  with 
electric  flares  or  electric  flashing  signals  capable  of  producing  a red  light,  or 
reflector  type  flares. 

9.  REFLECTORS 

Every  motor  bus,  motor  omnibus,  commercial  motor  vehicle,  trailer  or 
semi-trailer,  when  operated  on  a highway,  shall  display  at  the  rear  a red  re- 
flector meeting  the  following  requirements: 

Whenever  a red  reflector  is  so  used,  or  whenever  reflectors  are  used,  as 
hereinafter  provided,  it  or  they  shall  be  mounted  upon  the  vehicle  at  a height 
not  to  exceed  forty-two  (42)  inches  and  not  le3s  than  twenty-four  (24)  inches 
above  the  ground  upon  which  the  vehicle  stands,  and  every  such  reflector  shall 
be  of  a type  which  at  the  time  of  its  use  has  been  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
Revenue . 

The  Department  has  ruled  that  in  the  case  of  dump  trucks,  approved  type 
reflectors  may  be  used  in  lieu  of  side  marker  and  side  clearance  lamps, 

10.  VACUUM  OR  PRESSURE  HOSE 

Every  vehicle  operating  on  the  highways  of  this  Commonwealth  shall  be 
equipped  with  vacuum  or  pressure  hose  for  brake  systems  of  a type  which  has 
been  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  Revenue,  Rejection  shall  be  issued  for  non- 
compliance. 

11.  FIRE  EXTINGUISHER 

It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  to  operate  on  the  highways  of  thi3  Com- 
monwealth a vehicle  towing  a trailer  or  semi-trailer  designed  for  the  living 
. quarters  or  carriage  of  persons  or  to  operate  any  commercial  motor  vehicle 
engaged  in  transportation  of  inflammable  liquids,  inflammable  or  combustible 
chemicals,  explosives  or  cargoes  of  a combustible  nature  unless  such  trailer, 
semi-trailer,  or  commercial  vehicle  be  equipped  with  at  least  one  (1)  fire  ex- 
tinguisher of  approved  type  in  good  condition  and  ready  for  use  which  utilizes 
an  extinguishing  agent  which  does  not  need  protection  from  freezing.  Such 
fire  extinguisher  shall  not  be  smaller  than  one  (1)  quart  if  the  carbon  tetrachlor- 
ide type  is  used,  and  not  smaller  than  two  (2)  pounds  if  the  carbon  dioxide  type 
is  used. 

An  approved  type  extinguisher  will  bear  label  "Underwriter  Laboratories, 
Inc . inspected.  " 
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12.  BRAKES 

SERVICE  BRAKES 

The  amended  law  on  service  brakes  is  to  the  effect  that  in  order  to  meet 
the  requirements  thereof,  the  equipment  must  be  in  condition  to  bring  the  vehi- 
cle to  a stop  within  30  feet  from  a speed  of  20  miles  per  hour.  This  applies 
to  vehicles  equipped  with  four-wheel  brakes. 

On  vehicles  equipped  with  two-wheel  brakes,  the  equipment  must  be  in 
condition  to  bring  the  vehicle  to  a stop  within  40  feet  from  a speed  of  20  miles 
per  hour. 

ALL  TESTS  ARE  TO  BE  MADE  ON  DRY,  HARD  ROADWAY,  IF  POSSI- 
BLE, WITH  A GRADE  NOT  IN  EXCESS  OF  1%,  AND  THE  ROADWAY  TO 
BE  FREE  OF  LOOSE  MATERIAL,  UNLESS  TESTED  ON  APPROVED 
BRAKE  TESTING  MACHINE. 

Equalization  of  all  brakes  is  very  important  from  the  viewpoint  of  safety; 
therefore,  the  brakes  on  each  wheel  shall  be  adjusted  to  conform  with  the  brak- 
ing efficiency  in  the  other  wheels  having  brake  mechanism. 

In  order  to  properly  fulfill  these  requirements,  it  will  be  necessary  unless 
no  reasonable  doubt  is  entertained  as  to  the  condition  of  the  brake  lining  (as  in 
the  case  of  a new  or  recently  relined  job),  to  remove  one  or  more  of  the  wheels 
on  vehicles  having  enclosed  brake  mechanisms  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the 
brake  lining  and  drums.  Inspect  for  lining,  thickness,  grease  saturations  and 
problematical  life  of  the  linings.  On  all  vehicles,  the  following  should  be 
checked:  Springs,  worn  clevis  and  cotter  pins,  missing  spring  clips,  wheel- 

bearing adjustments  and  grease  retainers. 

Suggestions  for  making  routine  brake  inspections: 

A.  Mechanical  Brakes: 

1„  Inspect  the  condition  of  linkage  for  worn  pins,  for  missing  or  defec- 
tive cotter  pins,  for  all  loose  parts,  for  broken  or  missing  retraction  springs, 
for  worn  rods  and  couplings,  for  anchor  pins,  nuts,  for  condition  of  shoes  and 
lining,  and  for  lubrication. 

B.  Hydraulic  Brakes: 

1.  Inspect  the  external  condition  of  the  hose  and  tubings  for  evidence  of 
leakage  or  seepage.  Hose  should  be  carefully  examined  for  wear.  Hose  found 
to  be  worn  or  weakened  by  rubbing  against  other  parts  should  be  replaced. 

Test  for  leakage  by  holding  pedal  depressed  for  at  least  one  (1)  minute,  if  the 
pedal  does  not  hold  its  position,  it,  is  an  indication  of  leakage  in  the  system; 
therefore,  examine  the  system  for  the  position  of  the  leak.  Also  examine  the 
condition  of  the  retaining  cups,  brake  shoes  and  lining,  and  retractirg  springs. 
Check  fluid  in  master  cylinder. 

When  renewing  or  replenishing  brake  fluid,  use  only  a recognized  brand. 
Dispensing  can  should  be  completely  free  of  any  oil  or  dirt  deposits. 
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C.  Power  Brakes  (Air): 

1.  Make  visual  inspection  of  hose  and  tubing  lines,  clevis  and  cotter  pins 
and  mechanical  conditions. 

2.  Air  Leakage  Test: 

a.  With  engine  stopped,  hold  air  brakes  in  maximum  applied  position. 
Note  that  the  air  pressure  indicated  by  the  dash  does  not  drop  10  pounds  in  five 
(5)  minutes,  after  brakes  are  applied. 

3.  Air  Build-up  Test: 

With  the  engine  stopped,  completely  drain  the  air  from  the  reservoir. 
Close  all  reservoir  drain  cocks,  start  engine,  and  note  dash  gauge  for  time  of 
air  build-up  from  0 to  60  pounds  per  square  inch.  The  gauge  should  show  a 
rapid  build-up.  If  longer  than  ten  (10)  minutes  are  required,  compressor  should 
be  tested. 

Final  test  of  brakes  should  be  made  under  actual  road  conditions,  un- 
less there  is  a sufficient  area  within  a garage  to  permit  test  as  per  required 
stopping  distances. 

Causes  For  Rejections  On  Service  Brakes. 

a.  Badly  worn  or  scored  brake  drums. 

b.  Worn  brake  lining,  less  than  40%  of  the  original  specified  thickness.  If 
brake  lining  is  attached  by  bonding  (no  rivets)  less  than  25%. 

c.  Where  any  rivet  surface  is  riding  or  coming  in  contact  with  the  brake  drum. 

d.  Worn  and  leaking  hose  or  tubing. 

e.  Failure  of  any  part  of  pressure  systems  or  insufficient  tank  reserve. 

f.  Worn  or  broken  rods,  clevis  pins,  couplings,  anchor  pins,  and  worn  or 
broken  cables . 

g.  If  b rakes  do  not  meet  requirements  on  stopping  distances. 

h.  If  any  brake  or  brakes  on  any  vehicle  shows  no  braking  effort  or  greater 
variation  in  equalization  with  others. 

The  truing  of  brake  drums  and  the  lining  of  brake  shoes  or  bands  may  be 
done  elsewhere,  provided,  however,  that  upon  completion  and  installation,  the 
vehicle  is  returned  for  your  inspection. 

EMERGENCY  BRAKES 

The  emergency  brakes  shall  be  adequate  to  stop  the  vehicle  from  a speed 
of  20  miles  per  hour  within  a distance  of  55  feet,  and  said  emergency  brake 
shall  be  adequate  to  hold  the  vehicle  upon  any  grade  upon  which  it  is  operated. 
The  above  mentioned  provisions  cover  both  passenger  and  commercial  motor 
vehicles. 

In  conducting  test  to  determine  braking  efficiency.,  the  Department  would 
suggest  that  two  or  more  tests  be  conducted,  and  that  on  the  last  test  conduct- 
ed, be  based  the  efficiency  of  the  equipment. 
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Particular  attention  must  be  used  in  testing  emergency  systems  to  estab- 
lish as  near  as  possible  the  maximum  gross  weight  permitted  under  registered 
clas  s ification. 

When  a drive-shaft  type  of  hand  brake  is  used  on  the  vehicle,  special  atten- 
tion must  be  given  to  the  condition  of  the  drive  shaft,  universal  joints,  splines, 
and  grease  on  the  lining, 

1,  Every  semi-trailer  and  every  trailer  having  a chassis  and  body  weight 
of  1,  000  pounds  or  more  when  operated  upon  a highway  must  be  equipped  with 
brakes  adequate  to  control  the  movement  thereof,  and  so  connected  and  de- 
signed that,  in  the  event  of  accidental  breakaway  of  the  towed  vehicle,  the 
brakes  thereon  will  be  automatically  applied  and  must  hold  the  vehicle  for  at 
least  15  minutes  after  automatic  application.  However,  any  vehicle  built  or 
sold  after  January  1,  1936,  must  be  equipped  with  such  brakes  onevery  wheel. 

TRAILER  OR  SEMI-TRAILER  BRAKES  (AIR  OR  VACUUM  OPERATION): 

TEST 

With  trailer  hose  lines  coupled  to  the  tractor,  start  engine,  and  with  air 
brake,  charge  reservoir  to  pressure  of  governor  setting.  Make  sudden  and 
simultaneous  disconnection  of  the  couplings.  This  done,  the  trailer  or  semi- 
trailer brakes  should  be  automatically  applied. 

Reasons  for  Rejections 

a.  Non- suffic ient  lining. 

b.  Failure  to  meet  stopping  distance, 

c. .  Illegal  hose  or  leaking  or  insufficient  reservoir  capacity. 

d.  Failure  to  apply  automatically  on  disconnection  with  tractor. 

e.  No  control  from  cab  of  towing  vehicle. 

f.  If  ratchet  or  pawl  is  worn  or  broken  or  will  not  hold  brake  lever  in  fixed 
position, 

g.  If  hand  brake  adjustments  does  not  provide  reserve  brake. 

LIGHTS 


1.  HEADLIGHTS 

All  headlamps  must  be  of  an  approved  type.  The  testing  of  headlights  for 
proper  adjustment  is  vital  for  safe  operation  and  the  Department  desires  to 
impress  on  every  inspection  station  the  importance  of  proper  instructions  to 
all  employees  engaged  in  this  work. 

The  Pennsylvania  law  provides  that  in  no  case  may  a vehicle  be  equipped 
with  any  lights  or  combination  thereof  which  projects  a ray  or  rays  in  excess 
of  75,  000  beam  candlepower  to  the  front  of  the  vehicle,  therefore,  it  became 
necessary  with  the  adoption  of  sealed  beam  headlights  to  insist  on  the  use  of 
testing  meters  to  ascertain  the  maximum  output  of  the  lights  when  in  use. 
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The  law  further  provides  that  the  lights  shall  be  of  sufficient  intensity  so 
as  to  reveal  persons  and  objects  for  a distance  of  at  least  three  hundred  fifty 
(350)  feet  ahead;  therefore,  this  provision  requires  the  establishment  of  a 
minimum  output.  The  minimum  output  required  as  regulated  by  the  Depart- 
ment is  5,  000  beam  candlepower  upper  beam  and  30  500  beam  candlepower 
lower  beam  on  each  headlight. 

Output  of  apparent  candlepower  can  only  be  determined  by  a testing  device 
designed  for  that  purpose.  (See  list  of  approved  Headlight  Testers). 

Under  these  conditions  every  inspection  station  shall  be  equipped  with  an 
approved  type  of  screen  with  an  approved  output  meter,  or  an  approved  head- 
light tester.  This  requirement  became  mandatory,  effective  February  1,  1941. 

An  approved  screen  shall  be  not  less  than  ten  (10)  feet  in  width  and  forty- 
two  (42)  inches  in  height.  The  screen  to  be  mounted  on  a frame  or  easel, 
should  not  be  more  than  twelve  (12)  inches  from  the  floor  surface. 

Prior  to  testing  headlights  it  is  necessary  to  set  aside  a predetermined 
space  of  level  floor,  and  when  a testing  screen  is  used  for  aiming  lights,  the 
screen  shall  be  placed  a distance  of  fcwenty^five  (25)  feet  ahead  of  the  head- 
lights on  the  vehicle  on  the  same  level  which  the  vehicle  stands.  Place  the 
vehicle  on  the  predetermined  level  floor  and  measure  the  height  of  the  head- 
lamp center  from  the  floor,  then  set  the  horizontal  line  or  tape  on  screen  or 
chart  at  the  same  measured  distance  from  lamp  center  to  floor.  Load  allow- 
ance then  must  be  considered,.  It.  is  difficult  to  outline  a definite  load  allow- 
ance for  all  vehicles;  therefore,  if  the.  chart  below  is  followed,  proper  light 
will  be  obtained. 

FOR  SINGLE  BEAM  HEADLIGHTS 


Wheelbase  Touring  Sedan  Coupe  Roadster 


100-110 

8" 

7 1 1 

6m 

5" 

110-120 

7 p i 

6" 

5" 

4" 

120-130 

6" 

5" 

411 

4" 

130-140 

5" 

4" 

3" 
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The  recommended  practice  on  passenger  vehicles  equipped  with  multiple 
beam  lights  is  that  they  be  aimed  so  that  the  hot  spot  or  high  intensity  portion 
of  the  light  ray  be  centered  on  a horizontal  line  which  is  three  (3)  inches  be- 
R>w  the  lamp  center  or  the  horizontal,  line  before  mentioned. 
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The  headlamps  on  commercial  vehicles  shall  be  so  aimed  that  when  the 
vehicle  is  not  loaded,  none  of  the  high  intensity  portion  of  the  light  shall,  at  a 
distance  of  twenty-five  (25)  feet  ahead,  project  higher  than  a level  of  five  (5)  in- 
ches below  the  level  of  the  center  of  the  lamp  from  which  it  comes. 

When  a headlight  testing  device  is  used  extreme  caution  should  be  exercised, 
so  that  the  instructions,  furnished  by  the  manufacturer  for  the  proper  use  there- 
of, are  followed,  PERSONS  UNFAMILIAR  WITH  THE  OPERATION  OF  SUCH 
DEVICES  MAY  CAUSE  A SUSPENSION  OF  INSPECTION  STATION  PRIVILEGES 
FOR  FAULTY  INSPECTION  OF  HEADLIGHTS.  Such  devices,  due  to  many  rea- 
sons, vary  considerably  in  characteristics  and  design,  therefore,  make  sure 
correct  instructions  are  furnished  to  all  employees. 

Inspect  the  condition  of  the  headlight,  with  a check  of  headlamp  doors,  and 
lens,  examine  the  reflectors,  bulbs,  and  for  good  ground  connections. 

Reflectors  must  be  polished,  resilvered  or  replaced  if  dark  spots  show 
through  plated  surface,  indicating  worn  or  tarnished  reflectors,  also  when  rusted 
or  dented,  or  when  pin  holes  and  tiny  spots  are  bunched  together  on  the  reflecting 
area.  To  determine  condition  of  reflectors,  lens  should  be  removed. 

Bulbs  must  be  checked  for  discoloration  and  sagging  filaments.  On  vehi- 
cles using  sealed  beam  bulbs  the  only  tests  necessary  will  be  for  discoloration 
and  aiming.  In  checking  bulbs  for  sagging  of  filament  lay  the  bulb  on  the  white 
enamel  tray  and  a sagging  filament  will  become  very  apparent.  Bulbs  must  be 
replaced  if  either  or  both  filaments  sag. 

If  lenses  are  cracked  they  must  be  replaced  with  the  same  make  and  type. 

When  lanv  - liters  are  higher  than  42"  above  the  surface  upon  which  the 
vehicle  stands,  the.  top  of  the  beam  of  light  shall  not  be  above  a horizontal  line 
of  42"  at  a distance  of  75  feet  ahead  of  the  vehicle. 

2.  AUXILIARY  HEADLIGHTS 

The  Department  has  recently  approved  auxiliary  headlamps  for  bumper 
bracket  mounting  - - these  lamps  cannot  be  used  with  the  regular  headlamps. 

They  are  wired  through  a double -pole  double -throw  switch  which  automatically 
throws  off  one  set  of  lights  when  the  other  is  turned  on.  If  they  are  not  connect- 
ed as  mentioned  above,  rejection  should  be  made. 

Aiming  is  made  under  the  same  conditions  set  forth  under  headlights. 

Check  approved  list  for  approved  type  --if  not  listed,  reject  inspection 
approval. 

Where  auxiliary  headlamps  do  not  produce  the  required  minimum  of  5,  000 
beam  candJepower  No.  10  gauge  wire  and  relay  may  be  required. 
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May  be  used  only  in  pairs  and  connected  to  tail  lamps. 

3.  ADVERSE  WEATHER  OR  FOG  LAMPS 

The  Pennsylvania  law  permits  the  use  of  not  less  than  two  (2)  nor  more 
than  three  (3)  approved  auxiliary  lamps;  therefore,  if  auxiliary  headlamps  are 
used,  a vehicle  may  not  be  equipped  with  fog  lights,  as  both  such  lamps  are  ap- 
proved in  pairs. 

In  making  an  inspection  of  a motor  vehicle  equipped  with  fog  lamps,  first 
check  for  approved  type.  (See  approved  list.)  Check  for  proper  aiming  --  fog 
lamps  should  be  aimed  so  that  the  "hot  spot"  or  high  intensity  portion  of  the  beam 
is  5"  below  the  lamp  center  level  at  the  distance  of  25  feet  and  5"  to  the  right  of 
the  lamp  center  vertical  line. 

All  such  lamps  must  be  rigidly  mounted  and  set  in  aimed  positions  and  con- 
nected with  tail  lamp  and  fused  switch. 

Auxiliary  driving  lamps  (including  fog  lamps)  must  be  spaced  not  less  than 
twenty  (20)  inches  apart  and  of  a height  not  less  than  twelve  (12)  nor  more  than 
forty-two  (42)  inches  above  the  level  surface  upon  which  the  vehicle  stands. 

4.  DRIVING  AND  PASSING  LAMPS 

The  Bureau  of  Highway  Safety  prior  to  the  amended  law  of  1939  issued  ap- 
provals on  several  lamps  known  as  driving  and  passing  lights.  These  approvals 
were  issued  under  Fog  Light  specifications  and  any  vehicle  equipped  with  lamps 
of  this  type  must  be  aimed  and  used  the  same  as  fog  lights. 

Causes  for  Rejections 

a.  When  lamps  are  not  of  an  approved  type. 

b.  When  improperly  connected  (may  not  be  used  with  headlights,  unless  con- 
nected with  parking  light  and  both  driving  and  passing  lamp  burn  at  the 

same  time). 

5.  REAR,  LICENSE  PLATE  AND  STOP  LAMPS 

All  rear  lights  must  be  of  an  approved  type  and  of  sufficient  intensity  so  as 
to  be  visible  at  a distance  of  500  feet  to  the  rear. 

All  bulbs  and  lens  replacements  must  be  of  the  same  type  as  originally  ap- 
proved. 

License  plate  illumination  lights  must  of  sufficient  intensity  to  illuminate 
the  entire  license  plate  and  plainly  visible  at  a distance  of  50  feet  to  the  rear  of 
such  vehicle.  If  a separate  lamp,  must  be  of  an  approved  type,  and  bulb  and  lens 
replacements  to  be  of  the  same  type  as  originally  approved.  Such  separate  lights 
must  be  turned  on  and  off  by  the  same  switch  as  the  rear  light. 
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Stop  Signal  Lamps 

Must  be  of  approved  type  either  as  a separate  lamp  or  as  part  of  a rear 
lamp  combination. 

Stop  lamp  must  be  adjusted  through  a switching  arrangement  so  that  at  the 
beginning  of  downward  action  of  the  brake  pedal,  the  lamp  is  immediately  illum- 
inated. The  light,  to  be  of  sufficient  intensity  so  as  to  be  visible  to  the  rear  of 
such  vehicle  for  a distance  of  100  feet. 

All  bulb  and  lens  replac  ements  to  be  the  same  as  originally  approved. 

6.  TURN  SIGNALS  OR  DIRECTIONAL  INDICATORS 

All  turn  signals  when  used  on  passenger  vehicles  must  be  of  an  approved 

type. 

All  commercial  vehicles  shall  be  equipped  with,  and  the  signal  shall  be 
given  by,  a directional  signaling  device,  or  devices  which  at  the  time  of  their 
use  are  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  Revenue: 

1.  When  the  distance  from  the  center  of  the  steering  column  to  the  left  lat- 
eral extension  of  the  body,  or  load  thereon,  exceeds  24  inches,  or 

2.  When  the  distance  from  the  top  center  of  the  steering  column  to  the 
EXTREME  REAR  END  of  the  vehicle  or  combination  of  vehicles,  or  their  loads, 
exceed  14  feet. 

Whenever  electrical  directional  signaling  devices  are  used  on  commercial 
vehicles,  they  shall  be  mounted  in  the  following  prescribed  manner: 

1.  On  the  top  crown  of  each  front  fender,  or  in  the  absence  thereof,  on  the 
side  of  the  cab  or  body,  whichever  is  the  most  practicable,  there  shall  be,  secure- 
ly fastened,  a double  faced  unit,  visible  from  a distance  up  to  100  feet  from  the 
front  and  rear.  The  "top  crown"  does  not  mean  on  the  crown  of  what  is  common- 
ly known  as  the  "apron"  or  that  part  between  the  fender  proper  and  the  side  of 

the  hood.  (This  particular  requirement  applies  only  to  those  signals  mounted 
after  April  15,  1947.) 

If  headlamps  are  mounted  on  crown  of  fender  so  that  directional  signal 
would  be  obscured  if  mounted  on  crown  of  fender,  signal  may  be  mounted  either 
on  the  side  of  cab  or  body,  or  mounted  on  support  attached  to  that  part  of  fender 
to  the  outside  of  headlamp,  or  mounted  on  top  of  headlamp  housing. 

2.  (a)  On  the  rear  of  such  vehicles,  or  combination  of  vehicles,  there 
shall  be  securely  fastened  on  the  rear,  either  one  signal  unit  of  the  dual  direction 
indicating  type,  visible  at  a distance  up  to  100  feet  from  the  rear  (permissable 
only  on  vehicles  les3  than  80  inches  in  over-all  width),  or 
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(b)  At  the  extreme  and  opposite  corners  of  the  rear  of  the  vehicle  or 
combination  of  vehicles,  there  shall  be  securely  fastened  two  single  signal  units, 
visible  at  a distance  up  to  100  feet,  from  the  rear.  The  rear  signal,  or  signaling 
units,  shall  be  mounted  at  a height  on  the  vehicle  not  to  exceed  72  inches,  nor 
less  than  24  inches  from  the  level  ground  upon  which  the  vehicle  stands  ( required 
on  all  vehicles  over  80  inches  in  width). 

On  Metropolitan-type  buses  or  on  vehicles  constructed  to  a width  of  ninety- 
' ^ix  (96)  inches,  the  double-faced  signal,  required  on  the  front  fenders  may  be 
omitted  and  two  (2)  single -faced  signals  are  to  be  mounted  on  the  front  of  the  ve- 
hicle, visible  one  hundred  (100)  feet  to  the  front. 

On  "walk-in"  panel  body  fenderless  type  of  delivery  vehicles,  the  double- 
faced  signals  required  on  the  side  of  body  or  cab  may  be  omitted  and  two  single- 
faced signals  (arrow  type)  may  be  mounted  on  each  side  of  the  front  of  the  vehi- 
cle. 

On  vehicles  which  require  signals  but  which  are  not  equipped  with  a battery 
or  generator,  approved  signals  of  the  semaphore  or  mechanical  type  are  permit- 
ted. 

7.  CLEARANCE  LAMPS 

Every  vehicle  in  excess  of  eighty(80)  inches  in  width  at  any  point  shall  be 
equipped  with  two  electric  clearance  lamps  on  the  extreme  left  side  of  the  vehi- 
cle one  in  the  front  and  one  on  the  rear.  The  lamp  in  front  shall  be  amber  and 
the  rear  lamp  shall  be  red,  both  to  be  visible  at  the  distance  of  500  feet.  No  ap- 
proval required.  Vehicles  equipped  with  acetylene  systems  may  use  approved 
reflectors  in  lieu  of  electric  lamps. 

8.  ELECTRIC  IDENTIFICATION  LAMP 

Every  vehicle,  trailer,  or  semi-trailer  or  combination  thereof  in  excess 
of  thirty  (30)  feet  in  length  or  over  eighty  (80)  inches  in  width  shall  be  equipped 
with  three  (3)  amber  lights  in  front  and  three  (3)  red  lights  to  the  rear  of  each 
vehicle  or  combinations  thereof.  Such  lights  shall  be  spaced  not  less  than  six  in- 
ches nor  more  than  twelve  (12)  inches  apart  and  placed  along  a horizontal  line  at 
the  top  of  the  vehicle. 

Vehicles  equipped  with  acetylene  systems,  may,  in  lieu  of  electric  lights, 
be  equipped  with  approved  reflectors. 

Such  electric  lights  must  be  visible  for  a distance  of  500  feet  to  the  front 
and  rear.  No  approvals  required. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Revenue  in  the  exercise  of  his  authority, 
provided  for  under  provisions  of  Section  409  of  the  Act  (Vehicle  Code),  has  ruled 
on  Pic  application  of  provisions  of  Sections  801,  Sub-section  "f"  Paragraph  2, 
"Electric  Identification  Lamps,  Front  and  Rear,"  as  follows: 
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"All  vehicles  in  compliance  with  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission 
Regulations  pertaining  to  lamps  and  lighting  devices  should  not  be  deemed  to  be 
operating  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  Section  801  (f)  2,  as  long  as  such  vehi- 
cles continue  in  compliance  with  such  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  Rules." 

The  effect  of  this  ruling  is  that  all  vehicles  whether  operating  in  intrastate 
or  interstate  commerce,  the  owners  of  which  have  elected  to  comply  fully  with 
Che  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  Regulations,  need  not  comply  with  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  801  (f)  2,  as  long  as  they  continue  to  comply  with  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  regulations  pertaining  to  lamps  and  lighting  of  motor  ve- 
hicle s . 

9.  ELECTRIC  SIDE  MARKER  LAMPS 

All  commercial  vehicles  or  combinations  thereof  which  exceed  twenty  (20) 
feet  in  overall  length  shall  be  equipped  with  four  (4)  electric  side  marker  lamps. 
One  amber  light  on  each  side  near  the  front  and  one  red  light  on  each  side  near 
the  rear  and  all  lamps  to  be  visible  for  a distance  of  500  feet  to  the  side  of  the 
vehicle  so  equipped. 

If  clearnace  lamps  as  hereto  before  required  are  visible  for  a distance  of 
500  feet,  at  right  angles  to  the  left  of  the  vehicle,  the  left  side  marker  lamps  are 
not  required. 

In  lieu  of  electric  lamps  for  side  markers  approved  type  reflectors  may  be 
used.  No  approval  required  on  electric  side  markers. 

10.  SPOT  LAMPS 

The  law  permits  all  vehicles  to  be  equipped  with  one  spot  lamp.  No  approv- 
al required. 

11.  COWL  OR  FENDER  LAMPS 

Any  motor  vehicle  may  be  equipped  with  two  (2)  side  cowl  or  fender  lamps. 
May  be  white  or  amber,  provided  they  do  not  glare.  No  approval  required. 

12.  BACK  UP  LAMPS 

On  and  after  February  1,  1948,  one  or  two  back-up  lamps  may  be  mounted. 

If  two  are  mounted  -one  on  each  side  only. 

ALL  back-up  lamps  installed  after  February  1,  1948,  shall  comply  with  the 
following: 

Must  be  of  an  approved  type. 

Means  shall  be  provided  to  either  turn  the  back-up  lamp  off  automatically 
when  thf-  vehicle  is  in  forward  motion  or  to  indicate  to  the  driver  by  visible  or 
audible  means  that  back-up  lamps  are  on. 
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The  lens  shall  be  colorless. 

13.  RUNNING  BOARD  LIGHTS 

Any  vehicle  may  be  equipped  with  one  (1)  running  board  light  on  each  side 
and  may  emit  a white  or  amber  light.  No  approval  required. 

INDICATOR  LIGHTS 

The  Vehicle  Code  provides  that  all  road  lighting  equipment  manufactured 
or  installed  on  or  after  January  1,  1936,  shall  be  provided  with  means  for  indi- 
cating to  the  driver  what  beam  is  on, 

BLINDS 

A 3o-called  Venetian  blind  of  the  rigid  type  that  can  be  permanently  attached 
is  permitted  on  the  rear  window  of  a motpr  vehicle,  providing  the  device  is  so 
attached  that  there  is  no  possibility  of  it  shifting,  and  if  of  such  design  and  con- 
struction that  it  permits  clear  vision  and  cannot  be  closed,  and  if  made  of  a ma- 
terial that  will  not  reflect  a shadow  that  will  interefere  with  or  distort  the  rear 
vision. 

BUMPERS  AND  FENDERS 

Motor  Vehicles  with  bumbers  or  fenders  having  protruding,  or  broken 
sharp  edges  that  would  be  hazardous  to  any  person  coming  in  contact,  should 
not  be  passed  for  inspection  until  such  hazardous  condition  has  been  eliminated. 

Front  fenders  removed  on  account  of  being  hazardous  and  beyond  repair 
must  be  replaced.  Rear  fenders  removed  on  account  of  being  hazardous  and  be- 
yond repair  must  be  replaced,  if  available.  If  removal  of  rear  fenders  removes 
a required  lighting  device,  replacement  of  such  device  must  be  provided. 

VISORS 

Overhead  outside  type  of  visors  do  not  require  approval.  Visors  that  fit 
against  the  inside  top  part  of  windshield  must  be  of  an  approved  type. 

TIRES 

Check  the  valves  to  prevent  air  leakage.  Be  sure  valve  caps  are  always 
replaced. 

All  tires  worn  to  a point  where  the  braker  strip,  cushion,  gum  or  fabric 
is  showing  must  be  replaced  prior  to  final  inspection.  Regrooved  and  retreaded 
tires  are  permitted. 

Every  vehicle  with  solid  rubber  tires  having  a tire  less  than  1 inch  thick 
shall  be  rejected.  Every  cushion  rubber  tire  being  less  than  2 1/4  inches  shall 
be  rejected. 
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HEADLIGHT  TESTERS 

The  Department  of  Revenue  has  approved  several  types  of  headlight  testers, 
however,  the  use  of  these  devices  is  technical  and  for  that  reason  we  wish  to  in- 
struct the  inspection  stations  that  prior  to  their  use  all  employees  should  be  ad- 
vised as  to  the  proper  use  thereof.  The  purchase  of  an  approved  device  does  not 
necessarily  mean  that  a station  will  secure  an  appointment. 

BRAKE  TESTERS 

The  Department  of  Revenue  ha3  approved  several  types  of  brake  testers; 
however,  the  use  of  these  devices  is  technical  and  for  that  reason  we  wish  to  in- 
struct the  inspection  stations  that  prior  to  their  use  all  employees  should  be  ad- 
vised as  to  the  proper  use  thereof. 

SCHOOL  BUSES 

In  addition  to  the  regular  inspection  for  commercial  or  passenger  type  ve- 
hicles, all  school  buses  must  be  inspected  by  the  State  Police  in  August  of  each 
year , 

VEHICLES  TRANSPORTING  EXPLOSIVES 

All  vehicles  used  for  transporting  explosives  must  be  marked  on  both  sides 
and  the  rear  with  the  words  "Explosives"  in  letters  not  less  than  three  (3)  inches 
high,  or  equipped  with  a red  flag  not  less  than  twenty-four  inches  square  with 
the  word  "Danger"  in  letters  of  white  to  be  not  less  than  six  inches  high. 

All  vehicles  transporting  explosives  as  a cargo  or  a part  thereof  must  be 
equipped  with  red  electric  lanterns  or  red  electric  flashing  signals. 

VEHICLES  EXEMPT  FROM  INSPECTION 

All  vehicles  owned  by  the  Federal  Government  shall  be  exempt  from  all 
provisions  of  the  inspection  laws  or  regulations. 

All  new  vehicles  or  chassis  are  exempt  from  all  provisions  when  they  are 
in  transit  from  factory  or  factory  branch  to  distributor  or  dealer,  or  from  dis- 
tributor to  dealer  or  from  dealer's  warehouse  or  storage  plant  to  his  place  of 
business,  provided,  however,  the  vehicle  is  not  offered  for  sale  to  persons  other 
than  the  automotive  representative  as  mentioned  above. 

All  vehicles,  trailers,  or  semi-trailers  exempt  from  registration  and  op- 
erated in  daytime  only  shall  be  exempt  from  the  lighting  requirements  as  set  forth 
herein.  (See  Sec.  823A  of  Vehicle  Code.) 

DUMP  TRUCK  AND  ACETYLENE  EQUIPPED  VEHICLES 

These  are  exempt  from  electric  light  provisions  for  side  markers,  side 
clearance  light,  provided  approved  reflectors  are  used  in  lieu  thereof. 

Fire  equipment  shall  be  exempt  from  the  provisions  requiring  turn  signals, 
clearance  lights,  side  markers  and  identification  lamps. 
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ACTING  IK  ACCOnDANCC  V/ITH  THE  PnOViSIOMS  OF  SECTION  013  OF  THE  VEHICLE  CODE.  ACT  SHU. 

APPROVED  JULY  1C.  If? TEL 


THIS  10  TO  CERTIFY  THAT 


HAG  COMPLIED  WITH  THE  REQUIREMENTS  I'OIJ  AM  OFFICIAL  INSPECTION  STATION. 

CERTIFICATION  THAT  A MOTOR  VEHICLE  HAS  DEEM  INSPECTED  AND  ITS  EQUIPMENT  COMPLIED 
WITH  THE  REQUIREMENTS  OF  THE  LAW  WILL  UE  ACCEPTED  A3  TRUE  DY  ANY  PEACE  OFFICER  UNLESS 
EVIDENCE  TO  THE  CONTRARY  IS  INTRODUCED. 


this  certificate  may  be  suspended  at  any  time  if  the  provisions  of  the  vehicle  code 

ARE  NOT  BEING  COMPLIED  WITH  OR  IF  THE  BUSINESS  IS  BEING  IMPROPERLY  CONDUCTED. 


DATE 


I 9 


SECRETARY  OF  REVENUE 


BY 

SUPERVISOR  OF  AUTO  INSPECTION  STATIONS  DIRECTOR  - OUREAU  OF  HIGHWAY  SAFETY 

CHANGE  OF  NAME.  LOCATION  OR  OWNERSHIP  OF  A DESIGNATED  OFFICIAL  INSPECTION  STATION 
AUTOMATICALLY  INVALIDATES  THIS  APPOINTMENT  WHERE  ANY  SUCH  CHANGE  IS  MADE.  DISCON- 
TINUE INSPECTIONS.  NOTIFY  THE  DEPARTMENT  AND  AWAIT  NEW  CERTIFICATE  OF  APPOINTMENT. 

POST  I ft!  A CONSPICUOUS  PLACE 


PERIODIC 
MOTOR  VEHICLE 
INSPECTION 


FINAL  REPORT 


r\J  ON/  EE.  N/l  BER  1 95<o 


This  section  of  the  report  is  a continuation  of  the  report  submitted 
to  the  Fact  Finding  Committee  in  March  of  this  year.  Conferences  have  been  held 
with  a number  of  officials  from  states  having  periodic  motor  vehicle  inspection 
and  further  examinations  have  been  made  of  their  administrative  practices. 

Periodic  motor  vehicle  inspection  is  a part  of  any  over-all  highway 
safety  program. 

If  such  an  over-all  highway  safety  program  is  to  be  inaugurated  at  this 
time  it  is  recommended  that  a periodic  motor  vehicle  inspection  law  patterned 
after  the  Pennsylvania  System  be  enacted,  but  that  such  a program  shall  not  be 
operative  until  the  Governor  may  determine  that  the  program  could  be  added  to 
the  functions  of  the  proposed  Department  of  Motor  Vehicles  without  handicapping 
the  operation  of  that  department  and  at  such  a time  as  public  support  of  the 
program  can  be  reasonably  assured.  It  is  recommended  that  this  activity  be 
made  a part  of  the  Division  of  Public  Safety  within  the  proposed  Motor  Vehicle 
Department  and  that  the  program,  in  order  to  be  self-sustaining,  should  be  enabled 
to  charge  a maximum  amount  of  10  cents  for  each  sticker  issued  to  inspecting 
garages. 

The  success  or  failure  of  any  such  program  will,  in  part,  depend  upon 
the  staff  and  personnel  assigned  to  it.  It  is  believed  initially  that  no  more 
than  three  people  will  be  needed  in  the  headquarters  staff j a chief  clerk,  a 
stenographer  and  an  inspector.  This  group  should  be  assisted  by  the  Highway  Patrol, 
and  an  addition  of  three  officers  to  the  Highway  Patrol  forces  for  this  purpose 
should  be  provided. 

The  matter  of  fees  for  motor  vehicle  inspection  is  a debatable  one.  It 
is  believed  it  should  be  left  to  the  option  of  the  garage  owner  to  establish  the 
fee  for  the  service,  but  that  such  a fee  schedule  should  be  filed  with  the  proposed 
Motor  Vehicle  Department  and  not  subject  to  change  except  after  90  days’  notice. 
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It  is  believed  such  a system  mil  encourage  garage  owners  to  offer  a 
more  fair  appraisal  of  the  actual  condition  of  the  vehicles  they  inspect  and 
also  act  as  an  incentive  to  provide  the  necessary  equipment  to  adequately  in- 
spect motor  vehicles,  such  as  headlight  testing  equipment  and  wheel  alignment 
equipment c These  items  are  expensive  and  are  not  normally  included  within  the 
equipment  used  in  most  Montana  garages 0 

Competition  between  automobile  dealers  and  repair  shop  owners  will 
tend  to  insure  the  fee  charged  for  the  inspection  service  is  reasonable » In  those 
states  where  a fixed  fee  is  set  by  law,  it  appears  that  such  fees  are  usually  too 
low  to  reimburse  the  garage  owner  for  his  services,  and  there  appears  to  be 
some  tendency  to  slide  over  the  actual  inspection® 

A survey  was  instituted  of  approximately  750  automobile  dealers  and 
independent  garages  within  the  state  to  determine  the  approximate  number  that 
were  properly  equipped  and  had  adequate  space  to  carry  on  a motor  vehicle  inspection 
program®  A copy  of  the  questionnaire  is  inserted  in  the  appendix  as  Exhibit  2o 
Fifty-two  per  cent  of  the  auto  dealers  and  garages  circulated  responded  to  the 
questionnaire • Of  this  number,  346  were  apparently  qualified  to  initiate  an  in- 
spection program®  It  is  believed  that  approximately  90  per  cent  of  the  total 
number  of  automobile  dealers  and  independent  garages  throughout  the  state  could 
qualify  eventually  as  inspection  stations®  Upon  the  inception  of  such  a program, 
additional  automobile  dealers  and  independent  garages  will  improve  their  quarters 
and  equipment  such  that  an  adequate  number  of  facilities  will  be  available « 

Table  II  in  the  appendix  tabulates,  by  county,  the  number  of  garages  apparently 
qualified  to  carry  out  the  inspection  program.® 

The  success  or  failure  of  the  program  appears  in  a large  degree  to 
depend  upon  public  demand  and  public  support  of  the  program  as  an  element  of  a 
complete  highway  traffic  safety  program®  Neither  public  support  nor  demand  for 
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the  program  has  developed  in  Montana  although  voluntary  programs  with  adequate 
publicity  have  had  a measure  of  success „ 

Public  education  in  the  matter  will  be  of  prime  importance , but  this 
educational  process  should  probably  be  continued  over  a period  of  two  or  three 
years  before  actual  inception  of  such  a program. 

It  Is  believed  that  there  are  other  elements  of  highway  safety  in  the 
state  that  should  be  considered  for  higher  priority  than  periodic  motor  vehicle 
inspection,  both  from  an  official  action  and  a public  support  standpoint,,  Peri- 
odic motor  vehicle  inspection  although  important  is  a part  of  the  broad  picture 
and  should  not  be  considered , in  itself,  an  answer  to  the  highway  safety  problem® 
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IT  IS  RECOMMENDED s 


That  if  a complete  highway  safety  program  is  inaugurated  at  this  time, 
a periodic  motor  vehicle  inspection  law  closely  patterned  after  the  Pennsylvania 
law  be  enacted.  Such  a law  to  be  effective  upon  proclamation  by  the  Governor, 
That  If  such  an  over-all  highway  safety  program  is  to  be  approached 
on  a peacemeal  basis , periodic  motor  vehicle  inspection  should  have  a lower 
priority  than  certain  other  measures  such  as  driver  training,  accident  analysis, 
a fully  active  public  support  organization,  an  official  safety  coordinating  com- 
mittee, the  strengthening  of  the  highway  patrol  and  other  elements  of  highway 
safety. 

That  periodic  motor  vehicle  inspection  be  assigned  as  a legal  responsi- 
bility of  a Division  of  Public  Safety  within  the  proposed  Department  of  Motor 
Vehicles. 


Table  II 


Number  of  apparently  qualified  garages  in  each  county 


Beaverhead 

6 

Madison 

2 

Big  Horn 

5 

Meagher 

2 

Blaine 

6 

Mineral 

1 

Broadwater 

3 

Missoula 

17 

Carbon 

11 

Musselshell 

3 

Carter 

3 

Park 

5 

Cascade 

22 

Petroleum 

1 

Chouteau 

2 

Phillips 

3 

Custer 

10 

Pondera 

10 

Daniels 

3 

Powder  River 

3 

Dawson 

3 

Powell 

3 

Deer  Lodge 

5 

Prairie 

2 

Fallon 

4 

Ravalli 

9 

Fergus 

13 

Richland 

9 

Flathead 

18 

Roosevelt 

7 

Gallatin 

10 

Rosebud 

2 

Garfield 

2 

Sanders 

6 

Glacier 

10 

Sheridan 

4 

Golden  Valley 

1 

Silver  Bow 

13 

Granite 

2 

Stillwater 

6 

Hill 

11 

Sweet  Grass 

4 

Jefferson 

5 

Teton 

5 

Judith  Basin 

2 

Toole 

8 

Lake 

11 

Treasure 

0 

Lewis  & Clark 

15 

Valley 

7 

Liberty 

1 

Wheatland 

3 

Lincoln 

5 

Wibaux 

2 

McCone 

1 

Yellowstone 

19 
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Return  to 


MONTANA  FACT  FINDING  COMMITTEE 
ON  HIGHWAYS,  STREETS  AND  BRIDGES 
P.  0*  Box  921  - Helena,  Montana 


Is  the  Greater  Portion  of  Your  Business  ass 

A Service  Station 
A Repair  Garage 
An  Auto  Dealer 


How  Many  Full-time  Mechanics  Do  You  Employ? 

Do  You  Have  a 12*  x 25’  Area  in  the  Clear  for  Testing  Headlights? 
Do  You  Send  Wheel  Alignment  Works 

To  Another  Shop  in  Town 
To  Another  Shop  Out  of  Town 
Or  Do  it  Yourself 


Check  Items  of  Equipment  You  Do  Not  Have 

Electric  or  Breast  Drill 
Assorted  Twist  Drills 
Bench  Grinder 
Socket  Wrench  Set 
Pipe  Wrenches 
Tap  and  Die  Set 
Screw  Extractor  or  Easy  Guide 
Toe  in  Gauge 
Soldering  Iron 

Would  you  apply  for  a license  or  permit  to  inspect  motor  vehicles 

if  Montana  had  a Compulsory  Periodic  Motor  Vehicle  Inspection  Law?  ________ 

Yes  or  No 

Remarks ; 


Brake  Lining  Drill 
Brake  Lining  Riveter 
Wheel  Pullers 
Work  Bench 
Garage  Jacks 
Vise 

Set  of  Adjustable  Reamers 
Portable  Lights 
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